Gay  couples  defined 
as  ‘family* 

In  a  precedent-setting  case,  the  New  York  State 
Supreme  Court  expands  the  definition  of  what 
constitutes  a  family  to  include  gay  men, 
lesbians  and  unmarried  heterosexuals 


By  Rod  Sorge 

NEW  YORK  —  On  July  6,  New  York’s 
highest  court  told  litigants  something  gay 
men  and  lesbians  have  maintained  all  along: 
The  term  “family”  cannot  limited  to  a  nar¬ 
row,  biological  definition.  In  a  ground¬ 
breaking  4-2  decision  that  is  likely  to  in¬ 
fluence  courts  nationwide,  the  New  York 
State  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  a  gay  man 
must  be  allowed  to  assume  the  lease  of  his 
deceased  lover’s  rent-controlled  Manhattan 
apartment. 

Judge  Vito  Titone  wrote  the  majority  opi¬ 
nion  which  greatly  broadens  the  definition 
and  concept  of  “family”  by  focusing  on  a 
relationship’s  function  and  nature,  rather 
than  its  structure.  Protection  against  evic¬ 
tion  “should  not  rest  on  fictitious  legal 
grounds  or  genetic  history  but  instead 
should  find  its  foundation  in  the  reality  of 
family  life,”  wrote  Titone.  Since  the  deci¬ 
sion  applies  only  to  rent-controlled  apart¬ 
ments  in  New  York,  the  ruling’s  applicabili¬ 
ty  to  other  situations  is  somewhat  narrow. 
But  a  civil  rights  victory  has  been  scored  for 
those  who  either  choose  not  to  marry  or  are 
prohibited  from  marriage.  More  significant¬ 
ly,  the  court’s  strong  and  eloquent  state¬ 
ment  raises  questions  about  “traditional” 
marriage  and  the  heterosexual  nuclear  fami¬ 
ly  —  two  American  institutions  that  the 
anti-gay  Right  deem  most  crucial  to  the 
maintenance  of  society.  Just  as  Brown  v. 
Board  of  Education  was  more  than  a  case 
about  the.  rights  of  a  particular  group, 
Braschi  v.  Stahl  Associated  could  be  in¬ 
strumental  as  the  first  part  of  a  slow  process 
of  cultural  change,  change  that  is  more  per¬ 
manent,  extending  far  beyond  the  legal 
realm. 

The  case  was  brought  by  Miguel  Braschi. 
After  the  death  of  his  lover,  Braschi  faced 
eviction  from  the  apartment  they  had  shared 
for  1 1  years.  Rent  control  laws  in  New  York 
City  allow  only  “family  members”  to 
assume  such  leases. 

Sexual  orientation  is  not  referred  to 
specifically  in  the  ruling.  Bill  Rubenstein,  an 
attorney  from  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (ACLU),  argued  the  case.  Rubens¬ 
tein  told  GC/V  that  “the  court  was  trying  to 
avoid  the  gay  issue  throughout,”  but,  he  ad¬ 
ded,  this  was  “not  necessarily  bad.”  Other 
“family”  configurations  such  as  unmarried 
heterosexual  couples  and  the  poor  and 
elderly,  who  depend  on  extended  family  and 
“non-family”  emotional  and  financial  sup¬ 
port,  will  also  benefit  from  the  ruling. 

Rubenstein  pointed  out  that  the  dissenters 
did  not  mention  the  gay  issue  as  a  reason  for 
their  dissension. 

Candidates  jump  on  the  gay  bandwagon 

Already,  it  seems  clear  that  this  case  and 


other  domestic  partnership  rights  issues  will 
have  significant  political  ramifications  as 
the  mayoral  race  here  becomes  more  fren¬ 
zied.  Incumbent  candidate  Ed  Koch  an¬ 
nounced  July  10  that  he  will  introduce  a  plan 
that  would  allow  unmarried  city  workers, 
including  lesbians  and  gay  men,  time  off  to 
grieve  after  the  death  of  a  partner. 

In  response,  the  favored  Republican  can¬ 
didate,  Rudolph  Giuliani,  publicly  express¬ 
ed  his  dissatisfaction  with  both  Koch’s  plan 
and  the  court’s  ruling  in  Braschi.  A  full- 
page  cover  story  about  Giuliani’s  reaction 
quickly  appeared  in  The  New  York  Post.  A 
spokesperson  for  Giuliani  explained  his 
position  on  Braschi,  saying,  “As  a  tenants’ 
rights  case,  he  approves  of  the  decision.  He 
is  opposed  to  the  element  of  the  decision 
that  appears  to  make  a  gay  couple  a  family 
unit.” 

At  a  press  conference  the  following  day. 
Mayor  Koch  accused  Giuliani  of  “gay¬ 
bashing,”  and  it  appears  that  the 
Republican  is  quickly  losing  any  gay  support 
he  might  have  had. 

Meanwhile,  Democratic  candidates  are 
talking  about  extending  domestic  partner¬ 
ship  rights.  Koch  and  David  Dinkins,  the 
two  front  runners,  both  said  they  would 
consider  tryihg  to  find  ways  to  provide 
health  and  life  insurance  to  unmarried  part¬ 
ners  of  municipal  employees.  But  gay  and 
lesbian  domestic  partnership  rights  have 
made  their  way  into  the  New  York  City 
political  limelight  only  as  a  way  of  garnering 
votes.  In  the  same  press  conference  in  which 
Koch  accused  Guiliani  of  gay-bashing,  Koch 
called  the  Republican  candidate  “heartless” 
because  of  his  refusal  to  support  domestic 
partnership  rights. 

Domestic  partnership  rights  have  been  a 
hot  issue  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  The 
trend  is  “very  widespread,”  says  Rubens¬ 
tein.  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and 
Madison,  Wise,  all  have  some  form  of  gay 
and  lesbian  domestic  partnership  benefits, 
and  West  Hollywood,  Calif,  is  the  only  U.S. 
city  thaoffers  health  insurance  to  non- 
married  partners.  Controversy  about  the 
recently  passed  San  Francisco  domestic 
partnership  law  [see  GCN,  May  21-27,  1989] 
is  heating  up  in  that  city.  Although  it  was 
approved  unanimously  by  the  city’s  Board 
of  Supervisors,  the  law  was  suspended  on 
the  day  it  was  to  go  into  effect  when  two 
members  of  the  clergy  submitted  a  petition 
with  enough  signatures  to  place  the  law  on 
the  November  ballot. 

What  constitutes  a  family? 

The  process  of  redefining  what  and  who 
constitutes  a  “family”  raises  difficult  ques- 
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Marine  escapes  lesbian 
Vitchhunt’ 

Military  review  board  sets  aside  non-honorable  discharge 
recommendation  for  Capt.  Judy  Meade,  accused  of 
'"associating  with  a  known  lesbian” 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  A  military  Board  of 
Review  at  Marine  Corps  headquarters  here 
has  reversed  the  recommendation  of  a  lower 
board  that  a  Marine  captain  who  was 
friends  with  a  civilian  lesbian  be  kicked  out 
of  the  service  without  an  honorable 
discharge.  The  Board  of  Review  ruled  July  6 
that  the  evidence  presented  against  Captain 
Judy  Meade  was  “insufficient  to  justify  her 
involuntary  separation”  from  the  Marines. 

Meade,  who  has  been  in  the  Marines  for 
12  years  and  has  an  excellent  service  record, 
came  under  investigation  when  one  of  the 
many  female  Marines  court  marshalled  for 
lesbianism  at  Parris  Island,  N.C.  implicated 
her  while  under  interrogation.  Meade,  who 
was  stationed  at  C2unp  LeJeune,  N.C.,  said 
she  did  not  even  know  the  woman  who  nam¬ 
ed  her. 

According  to  Meade,  she  was  returning  to 
Camp  LeJeune  from  her  father’s  funeral 
when  she  stopped  at  a  friend’s  house  in 
South  Carolina.  Two  other  Marines,  who 
were  stationed  at  Parris  Island,  showed  up 
at  the  friend’s  house.  It  was  one  of  these 
women  who  later  said  Meade  had  a  sexual 
relationship  with  her  civilian  lesbian  friend. 
In  the  initial  hearing  of  the  case,  the  local 
Board  of  Inquiry  found  that  there  was  no 
evidence  to  support  allegations  that  Meade 
herself  was  a  lesbian  (which  violates  military 
law).  But  the  Board  of  Inquiry  did  say  that 
Meade  was  guilty  of  conduct  unbecoming 
an  officer  because  of  her  association  with 
her  lesbian  friend.  On  this  basis,  the  Board 
did  recommend  an  “other  than  honorable 
discharge”  and,  from  February  28  until  the 
Review  Board’s  decision  July  6,  Meade  has 
been  essentially  without  work  —  although 
she  technically  remained  on  active  duty. 

Although  military  policy  observers  agree 


that  Meade’s  case  is  part  of  the  wave  of  les¬ 
bian  “witchhunts”  carried  out  by  various 
branches  of  the  armed  forces,  her  case  is 
unique  because  an  attempt  was  made  to  oust 
her  merely  for  associating  with  “a  known 
lesbian.”  Kathy  Gilberd,  Chair  of  the 
Military  Law  Task  Force  of  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild,  told  GCN  the  case  against 
Meade  was  outrageous.  Gilberd’s  colleague, 
Charles  Burner,  who  filed  a  legal  appeal  on 
Meade’s  behalf  with  the  Review  Board,  said 
the  case  the  Marines  brought  against  Meade 
was  “one  of  the  worst  travesties  I’ve  ever 
seen  as  a  lawyer.” 

Not  only  were  the  charges  themselves 
ridiculous,  according  to  Burner,  but  the  tac¬ 
tics  used  by  military  investigators  and  pro¬ 
secutors  were  vicious.  He  said  he  was  par¬ 
ticularly  outraged  by  the  actions  of  Naval 
Investigative  Service  (NIS)  agent  Andrea 
King,  who  “pulled  one  of  the  rottenest  deals 
imaginable”  in  the  Meade  case.  According 
to  Burner,  King,  in  the  course  of  the  Parris 
Island  investigation,  obtained  a  sworn  writ¬ 
ten  statement  from  Staff  Sergeant  Bonnie 
Ferguson  that  exonerated  Meade  of  charges 
of  lesbianism.  Ferguson  was  given  a 
polygraph  test  that  indicated  her  sworn 
statement  was  true.  According  to  Burner, 
King  wrote  up  a  report  that  claimed 
Ferguson  had  implicated  Meade,  which  the 
military  prosecutor  then  attached  to  the 
polygraph  test  and  submitted  to  the  Board 
of  Inquiry. 

Burner  said  he  thought  the  improprieties 
of  the  investigators  may  have  contributed  to 
the  Board  of  Review’s  dismissal  of  the 
discharge  recommendation.  He  said  if 
Meade  had  been  discharged,  she  would  have 
had  a  strong  case  in  federal  court. 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“How  can  you  not  support  AIDS 
research,  if  you’re  a  man  of  God?” 

—  Johnny  Cash,  country  and  west¬ 
ern  singer,  in  the  Gay  Times,  a  British 
publication.  Some  of  Cash ’s  fans  are  upset 
because  Cash  recorded  a  compilation 
album,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  to  go  for 
AIDS  research  in  London.  Other  perform¬ 
ers  who  appear  on  the  album  include 
Michelle  Shocked,  Marc  Almond,  and 
Voice  of  The  Beehive.  Back  in  Nashville, 
Cash  and  Waylon  Jennings  recently  started 
the  Music  Business  Foundation  for  AIDS 
Research. 

First  AIDS  demo  in 
K.C. 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  Approximately 
100  people  attended  the  first  ever  direct  ac¬ 
tion  demonstration  here  in  June  as  part  of 
the  city’s  gay  pride  celebrations. 

The  demonstration  began  as  a  rally, 
which  was  organized  by  ACT  UP/K.C.,  on 
the  steps  of  City  Hall.  After  listening  to 
several  speeches  about  gay  pride  and  ac¬ 
tivism  in  the  age  of  AIDS,  the  rally  par¬ 
ticipants  attempted  to  enter  City  Hall,  but 
about  30  police  officers  blocked  their  en¬ 
trance.  Police  reportedly  told  bystanders 
that  the  demonstrators  should  be  avoided 
because  they  had  AIDS. 

While  the  crowd  chanted  “Lesbian  and 
gay,  we  are  here  to  stay”  and  “Fund  AIDS 
now,”  a  70  by  20  foot  banner  that  said 
“Stop  AIDS”  was  hung  from  the  28th  floor 
at  City  Hall.  Participants  also  held  a  spon¬ 
taneous  die-in,  leaving  about  100  chalked 
silhouettes  outside  of  the  building. 

The  rally  had  been  planned  to  coincide 
with  a  regular  city  council  meeting.  The 
council  adjourned  early  because  of  the 
demonstration,  and  the  mayor  and  council 
members  reportedly  found  ways  to  avoid 
the  rally  when  they  left  the  building.  The 
mayor  and  city  councillors  had  declined  in¬ 
vitations  to  speak  at  the  rally. 

□  Deb  Schwartz 

Gay  editors 
acquitted  of 
debauchery  charges 

BRUSSELS,  Belgium  —  Two  editors  of  a 
gay  and  lesbian  newspaper  were  recently 
found  not  guilty  of  promoting  “prostitution 
and  debauchery”  through  the  paper’s  classi¬ 
fied  ads. 

The  case  against  the  paper,  Tels  Quels, 
was  drawn  out  for  more  than  a  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  reports  in  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 
Prosecutors  had  filed  additional  charges 
against  one  of  Tels  Quels  editors,  Pierre 
Bocquet,  for  allegedly  offering  himself  as  a 
prostitute  in  the  classified  ads.  They  had 
also  filed  charges  against  a  radio  program 
which  reads  Tels  Quels  personal  ads  over  the 
air. 

Both  the  newspaper  and  the  radio  show 
are  produced  by  Antenne  Rose,  a  gay  organ¬ 
ization  that  serves  French-speaking  Bel¬ 
gium. 

Bocquet  and  co-editor  Luc  LeGrand 
maintained  throughout  the  whole  process 
that  all  of  the  charges  were  baseless  and  the 
personal  ads  in  their  newspaper  were  simply 
messages  from  gay  men  and  lesbians  who 
wanted  to  meet  others. 

LeGrand  had  also  maintained  that  the 
legal  action  against  the  paper  reflected  the 
personal  prejudices  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
who  was  upset  when  Antenne  Rose  was  rec¬ 
ognized  by  the  Labor  Party  in  Belgium. 

□  Deb  Schwartz 

Gay  and  lesbian 
parents  meet 

BROOKLINE,  Mass.  —  The  tenth  an¬ 
nual  conference  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Parents  Coalition  International  (GLPCI) 
was  held  here  in  late  May.  More  than  240 
participants  from  across  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  from  Canada  and  South  Africa, 
attended  the  four  day  conference. 

“Building  and  Sharing  Our  Futures 
Together”  was  this  year’s  theme.  The  event, 
hosted  by  the  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater 


Boston  and  New  Hampshire  Gay  Parents, 
featured  many  workshops  and  speakers,  but 
was  most  significant  because  of  the  exten¬ 
sive  outreach  effort  that  was  made  this  year 
to  two  groups:  teenagers  and  lesbian 
mothers. 

Teenage  children  of  gay  men  and  lesbians 
held  their  own  conference  this  year  for  the 
very  first  time.  Although  many  of  the  25 
teenagers  who  participated  in  the  teen  con¬ 
ference  said  they  expected  very  little  at  the 
outset,  they  said  they  were  pleased  by  the 
conference.  They  are  already  planning  to 
publish  a  newsletter  called  “Just  for  Us”  to 
be  distributed  to  children  of  gay  and  lesbian 
parents  across  the  country. 

This  year’s  conference  also  focused  on 
issues  concerning  lesbian  mothers.  Until 
recently,  GLCPI  was  an  exclusively  male 
organization.  During  the  past  four  years,  a 
number  of  women  have  joined  the  group 
and  there  are  now  five  women  board 
members.  This  year’s  conference  included 
both  male  and  female  forums  in  an  effort  to 
bring  people  together  to  talk  about  ways  to 
reach  more  lesbian  mothers. 

□  Denise  Lamothe 
and  Alan  Gray 

Sydney  celebrates 
riots 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  Pink  was  the 
predominant  color  at  a  dinner  held  June  24 
to  commemorate  the  Stonewall  Riots,  the 
1 1th  anniversary  of  Sydney’s  Gay  Solidarity 
Group  (GSG),  and  the  anniversary  of  the 
1978  lesbian  and  gay  mardi  gras  celebration 
that  ended  with  violent  attacks  by  police  and 
53  arrests. 

The  dinner  was  sponsored  by  GSG  and 
was  attended  by  more  than  60  members  and 
friends.  Cath  Phillips,  recently  elected 
chairperson  of  the  Sydney  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Mardi  Gras  Association,  was  a  guest 
speaker.  Phillips  talked  about  plans  for  the 
future  of  the  organization  and  stressed  the 
need  for  a  more  visible  lesbian  presence. 

Phillips  dismissed  the  media’s  presenta¬ 
tion  that  the  recent  election  of  six  lesbians, 
including  hei;self,  to  the  executive  commit: 
tee  constitutes  a  lesbian  take-over.  The  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  has  14  members. 

The  Sydney  Order  of  gay  male  nuns,  the 
Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence,  provided 
one  of  the  highlights  of  the  night  when  they 
canonized  four  people,  including  members 
from  the  Prostitute  Collective  and  the  GSG. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Charlie  Howard 
memorial  day 
observed 

BANGOR,  Maine  —  Members  of  a  gay, 
lesbian,  and  bisexual  community  that  was 
devastated  by  the  violent  murder  of  a  gay 
man  five  years  ago  attended  a  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  in  his  honor  July  9. 

On  July  7,  1984,  Charlie  Howard  was 
beaten  by  three  teenage  boys,  and  killed 
when  he  was  thrown  from  a  bridge  into  the 
Kenduskeag  Stream.  Charlie  Howard  was  a 
part-time  city  employee,  a  flamboyant 
queen,  and  a  member  of  the  Bangor  Unitari¬ 
an  Church.  He  was  23  years  old  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

At  the  memorial  service,  Lois  Reed,  who 
was  president  of  the  church’s  congregation 
at  the  time  of  the  murder,  talked  about  the 
church’s  history  of  social  activism.  In  the 
mid-nineteenth  century,  the  church  was  a 
stop  on  the  underground  railroad.  In  1984, 
it  provided  a  safe  haven  for  a  frightened  and 
grief-stricken  lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual 
community. 

Another  speaker,  Harry  Gordon,  describ¬ 
ed  the  increase  in  community  action  here 
since  the  murder.  He  talked  about  the  birth 
of  the  Bangor  Area  Gay/Lesbian/Straight 
Coalition  and  the  current  Gay/Lesbian 
Community  Network. 

Members  of  the  congregation  shared 
memories  of  Charlie  and  sang  a  rewritten 
version  of  “Were  You  There,  Good 
People,”  that  contained  references  to 
Stonewall  and  to  a  young  gay  man  who  was 
thrown  to  his  death  from  a  bridge. 

After  the  service,  between  75  and  100  peo¬ 
ple  walked  to  the  site  of  the  murder.  A  tradi¬ 
tional  bouquet  of  babies’  breath,  one  white 
rose,  a  lavender  ribbon,  and  a  white  ribbon 
were  tossed  into  the  stream  some  20  feet 
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below.  Charlie  Howard’s  mother  wrote  five 
years  ago  that  he  was  especially  fond  of  that 
combination  of  flowers. 

□  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg 


Boycotts  galore 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  Domino’s  Piz¬ 
za,  the  Mennen  Company  and  R.J. 
Reynolds  Tobacco  are  the  targets  of 
boycotts  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  urged  to 
support. 

According  to  the  newsletter  of  the  Les¬ 
bian  Community  Project,  Domino’s  Pizza 
has  been  identified  as  a  major  contributor  to 
the  anti-abortion  movement. 

Mennen,  “deodorant”  makers,  recently 
pulled  its  commercial  support  from  the  TV 
show  Heartbeat  because  the  series  included 
a  lesbian  nurse. 

R.J.  Reynolds  is  “responsible  for  the 
Camel  ads  we  all  want  to  spraypaint.”  One 
advertisement  tells  young  men  to  “run  into 
the  water,  grab  someone  and  drag  her  back 
to  the  shore,  as  if  you’ve  saved  her  from 
drowning.  The  more  she  kicks  and  screams, 
the  better.” 

□  Marc  Stein 


Gay  prostitution 
decriminalized  in 
Austria 


VIENNA,  Austria  —  Starting  July  1, 
male  homosexual  prostitution  will  no  longer 
be  prohibited  under  the  Austrian  penal 
code,  following  a  decision  made  on  April  27 
by  the  Austrian  Parliament. 

Lesbian  and  gay  organizations  say  the 
measure  is  a  partial  step  in  a  larger  effort  to 
dismantle  homophobic  legislation,  in¬ 
cluding  provisions  that  set  a  “higher  age  of 
consent  for  gay  men,”  that  outlaw  informa¬ 
tion  about  homosexuality,  and  that  ban 
homosexual  organizations. 

□  Marc  Stein 
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Services 

Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617).35.t-150C)' 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

ii  )■( 

Your  Host 
Martin  Bettencourt 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(508)  487-I3I9 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 


SERVING  THE  GAY  a  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 

•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program 


MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Havfland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


V 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


Gay  conservative 
sentenced  in  Iran- 
Contragate  case 

”Spits”  Channel  I,  contra  fundraiser  for  the  Reagan 
Administration,  gets  two  years* probation  the  same  week 
as  Oliver  North  *s  sentencing 


Jeff  Barmeyer,  left,  at  FDA  ukeover  in  D.C.,  October  '88 


Jeff  Barmeyer,  Boston 
PWA  educator,  dies  at  31 

From  a  world  of  Reagan  conservatism  to  one  of 
committed  AIDS  activism,  Barmeyer *s  transformation 
brought  forth  passion,  love  and  energy 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Carl  R.  “Spits” 
Channell  was  sentenced  to  two  years’  proba¬ 
tion  on  July  7  for  conspiring  to  defraud  the 
federal  government  of  taxes  on  funds  he  and 
Oliver  L.  North  raised  for  the  Nicaraguan 
contras. 

Channell  had  pleaded  guilty  April  29, 
1987  to  soliciting  over  $2  million  for  military 
aid  to  the  anti-Sandinista  rebels  under  the 
guise  of  a  tax-exempt  charity.  Maximum 
sentence  could  have  been  five  years  in  prison 
and  a  $250  thousand  fine.  U.S.  District  Judge 
Stanley  S.  Harris,  announcing  the  sentence 
in  the  first  criminal  case  brought  in  the  Iran- 
contra  scandal,  said  he  decided  against  im¬ 
prisoning  Channell  because  he  had  helped 
prosecutors  in  the  arms-sale  investigation. 
“You  have  been  hurt  in  many  ways  and  over 
a  long  period  of  time,”  the  judge  told  Chan¬ 
nell. 

Back  in  December  1986,  the  Lowell 
(Mass.)  Sun  broke  the  story  that  Channell 
had  funnelled  profits  from  the  arms  sale  in¬ 
to  the  campaign  coffers  of  Republican  in¬ 
cumbents  and  challengers  in  U.S.  Senate 
races. 

The  contra-gay  link  was  first  revealed  na¬ 
tionally  in  April  1987  by  National  Public 
Radio’s  (NPR)  Frank  Browning,  who  now 
reports  on  gay-  and  AIDS-related  stories 
from  San  Francisco.  The  story,  broadcast 
on  NPR’s  “All  Things  Considered”  (ATC) 
newsmagazine,  said  Channell  met  frequent¬ 
ly  with  North,  who  was  National  Security 
Advisory  to  President  Ronald  Reagan. 
“You  and  your  organization,”  Reagan 
reportedly  wrote  Channell,  “have  made  a 
remarkable  contribution  to  the  course  of 
democracy  in  Central  America.”  North  us¬ 
ed  the  letter  to  illegally  solicit  several  million 
dollars  in  donations  to  the  anti-Sandinista 
death  squads  from  an  office  in  the  White 
House.  National  Endowment  for  the  Pres¬ 
ervation  of  Liberty  (NEPL)  documents 
show  Channell’s  staff  used  Reagan’s  name 
liberally  to  woo  donors. 

Browning’s  news  scoop  claimed  that 
Channell  was  out  as  a  gay  man  within 
NEPL,  that  political  players  and  several 
reporters  in  Washington  knew  about  his  sex¬ 
ual  orientation,  and  that  five  colleagues  at 
NEPL  were  also  gay.  Browning  reported 
that  CIA  Director  William  Casey  probably 
knew  that  the  fundraisers  were  gay: 


By  Jay  Roberts 

BOSTON  —  In  the  wake  of  Mass.  Senate 
action  during  a  midnight  session  July  11, 
gay  rights  advocates  are  optimistic  that  an 
amended  state  gay  rights  bill  will  win  final 
approval  by  the  Senate  and  be  sent  back  to 
the  House  in  early  September. 

In  a  roll  call  vote  of  24-15,  the  Senate  sent 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Bills  in  Third 
Reading,  which  can  hold  the  bill  for  up  to  30 
days.  Last  year,  the  bill  died  in  committee 
because  initial  Senate  approval  occurred  too 
late  in  the  legislative  session  to  avoid  com¬ 
mittee  blockage. 

This  year  the  bill  has  passed  early  in  the 
session,  but  opponents,  including  Third 
Reading  Committee  Chair  Sen.  William 
“Biff”  MacLean  (D-Fairhaven),  still  plan 
on  holding  up  the  bill  for  the  full  30  days. 
And  since  the  Senate  has  amended  the  bill 
passed  by  the  House  earlier  this  year,  the 


“There’s  no  way  the  Administration  didn’t 
know  who  they  were  dealing  with.” 

Asked  on  the  air  by  ATC’s  host  why  sex¬ 
ual  identities,  usually  a  “private  matter,” 
were  part  of  the  story.  Browning  said  he  felt 
he  was  sensitive  to  the  sexuality  issue  but 
that  it  was  definitely  unusual  that  a  gay-run 
foundation  would  win  White  House  ap¬ 
proval  as  the  contras’  primary  domestic 
source  of  funds  and  be  privy  to  sensitive  in¬ 
formation  about  such  top  secret  policy  ac¬ 
tions.  Observers  of  the  Iran-contra  in¬ 
vestigation  have  said  they  were  not  surprised 
that  the  Reagan  Administration  would  use 
gay  men  as  fundraisers.  Fearing  public  ex¬ 
posure  of  their  sexual  orientation,  the  fund¬ 
raisers  could  be  expected  to  remain  loyal. 

The  1987  NPR  report  also  revealed  that 
conservative  male  leaders  had  committed 
“gay  nepotism”  by  paying  male  lovers  un¬ 
justified  consultant  fees.  About  $17  thou¬ 
sand  was  paid  to  Eric  Olson,  described  as 
Channell’s  long-time  companion  with 
whom  he  owns  two  properties.  And  NEPL 
paid  $56  thousand  in  consultant  fees  to  a 
San  Franciscan  company  founded  by  NEPL 
Executive  Director  Daniel  Conrad  and 
headed  by  his  lover.  Conrad  initialed  the 
checks. 

Related  cases  linked  to  Bush  and  Reagan 

The  day  before  sentencing  Channell, 
Judge  Harris  gave  two  years’  probation  and 
120  hours  of  community  service  to  Richard 
R.  Miller,  for  conspiring  to  defraud  the  IRS 
of  taxes  on  money  raised  for  the  Nicaraguan 
rebels. 

Miller  directed  broadcast  services  for  the 
1980  campaign  of  Reagan  and  George  Bush 
and  was  a  campaign  aide  in  the  pair’s  1984 
race.  NEPL  reportedly  hired  him  to  spend 
$23  million  lobbying  Congress  on  behdf  of 
the  contras.  Miller  headed  a  firm  that  served 
as  a  conduit  for  funnelling  $1 .7  million  from 
NEPL  to  a  Swiss  bank  account  controlled 
by  North  and  others.  The  Washington  Post 
reported  April  30,  1987. 

Earlier  last  week,  U.S.  District  Judge 
Gerhard  Gesell  put  North  on  two  years’  pro¬ 
bation,  imposed  a  $150  thousand  fine,  and 
ordered  him  to  volunteer  1,2(X)  hours  of 
inner-city  service  for  obstructing  Congress, 
altering  and  shredding  documents,  and  tak¬ 
ing  an  illegal  gratuity.  □ 


amended  measure  will  have  to  be  approved 
again  by  the  House  before  it  is  sent  to 
Governor  Dukakis’  desk  for  his  signature. 

The  bill,  which  prohibits  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation  in  housing, 
employment,  insurance,  public  accom¬ 
modations  and  credit,  h2is  been  introduced 
in  the  Legislature  for  17  years.  Among  the 
hostile  amendments  introduced  successfully 
by  Senate  opponents  this  year,  the  most  re¬ 
cent  reads,  “Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con¬ 
strued  as  to  legitimize  or  validate  a 
‘homosexual  marriage.’  ”  This  amend¬ 
ment,  offered  by  Sen.  Edward  Kirby 
(R-Whitman),  passed  the  Senate  on  July  6, 
the  same  day  the  New  York  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  expanded  its  definition  of  a  “family” 
to  include  long-term  relationships  between 
unmarried  straight  and  gay  couples  [see 
Continued  on  page  10 


By  Jim  Brinning 

BOSTON  —  Jeff  Barmeyer,  prominent 
AIDS  educator  and  activist,  died  of  AIDS- 
related  complications  at  Beth  Israel 
Hospital  on  July  6.  A  Boston  resident 
originally  from  Long  Beach,  California,  he 
was  31  years  old. 

He  graduated  from  Stanford  University 
in  1980  and  from  the  Wharton  School  of 
Business  in  1984.  He  worked  for  Fidelity  In¬ 
vestments  as  a  mutual  funds  manager  until 
two  years  before  his  death. 

Jeff  Barmeyer  was  transformed  by  his 
AIDS  diagnosis.  As  a  featured  speaker  dur¬ 
ing  the  1988  Gay  Pride  celebration,  he  mov¬ 
ingly  related  that  prior  to  his  AIDS  diagno¬ 
sis  he  only  cared  about  his  career  and 
money,  with  little  thought  to  those  less  for¬ 
tunate.  AIDS  changed  all  that.  With  pas¬ 
sion,  love  and  boundless  energy,  Jeff  threw 
himself  into  the  fight  against  what  he  called 
the  “holocaust”  of  AIDS. 

Upon  hearing  of  Jeff’s  passing,  Larry 
Kessler,  executive  director  of  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee,  recalled  Jeff’s  metamor¬ 
phosis.  “We  watched  a  profound,  personal 
journey  occur  in  Jeff,  from  being  a  conser¬ 
vative  Reaganite  to  becoming  a  compassion¬ 
ate,  outspoken  activist,  fighting  for  the 
rights  of  people  with  AIDS  and  for  access  to 
life-sustaiiung  treatments.” 

Jeff  served  AIDS  Action  in  many  capaci¬ 
ties:  workplace  educator,  a  member  of  the 
Speakers  Bureau  and  co-chairperson  of  the 
People  with  AIDS  Coalition.  A  compelling 
and  touching  speaker,  his  audiences  includ¬ 
ed  other  people  with  AIDS,  high  school  and 
college  students,  corporate  employers  and 


Family 

Continued  from  page  I 
tions.  Judge  Titone  attempted  to  establish 
various  criteria  “tests”  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  type  of  relationship  is  considered 
to  be  a  family.  Some  of  the  issues  Titone 
raised  included:  “exclusivity  and 
longevity,”  the  “level  of  emotional  and 
financial  commitment,”  a  couple’s 
“reliance  placed  on  one  another  for  daily 
family  services,”  and  the  manner  in  which  a 
couple  “conducted  their  everyday  lives  and 
held  themselves  out  to  society.” 

Clearly,  every  individual  case  cannot 
undergo  such  lengthy  judicial  proceedings. 
Attempts  to  establish  more  concrete 
guidelines  will  probably  appear  in  the  near 
future. 

But  how  will  the  courts  decide  to  measure 
things  such  as  the  emotional  commitment  of 
the  couple,  especially  since  gay  and  lesbian 


employees,  politicians  and  professional 
organizations.  In  addition  to  his  activities 
with  AIDS  Action,  he  supported  ACT 
UP/Boston  and  was  an  enthusiastic  backer 
of  the  Boston  Living  Center,  a  social  center 
for  people  with  AIDS  which  is  currently  in 
formation. 

Linette  Liebling,  chairperson  of  AIDS 
Action’s  board  of  directors  recalled  Jeff’s 
determination.  “He  was  a  man  of  compas¬ 
sion,  clarity  and  commitment  —  one  of  the 
clearest  voices  in  Massachusetts  in  the  fight 
against  AIDS.” 

Jeff’s  lover,  James  Mahoney,  died  of 
AIDS  two  years  ago.  Jeff  is  survived  by  his 
parents,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Barmeyer  of 
Long  Beach,  CA;  four  brothers,  Robert, 
Thomas,  and  Budd  of  San  Diego,  and  An¬ 
drew  of  Long  Beach;  and  one  sister,  Robin 
Schleimer  of  Los  Angeles.  In  addition,  he 
leaves  behind  the  dearest  of  friends  who  will 
honor  and  love  his  memory  forever. 

A  memorial  service  to  celebrate  Jeff’s  life 
will  be  held  August  2  at  the  Arlington  Street 
Church  at  7:30  p.m.  This  date  was  chosen 
for  a  special  reason:  as  a  sports  enthusiast, 
Jeff  often  purchased  blocks  of  baseball 
tickets  for  other  people  with  AIDS,  and  had 
purchased  some  for  that  date. 

Contributions  in  memory  of  Jeff  Bar¬ 
meyer  may  be  sent  to  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  131  Clarendon  Street,  Boston, 
MA02116. 

A  tribute  to  Jeff  Barmeyer  will  appear  in 
GCN  in  the  coming  weeks.  Please  submit  ar¬ 
ticles,  remembrances  and  photographs  to 
the  News  Department.  □ 


marriages  are  prohibited?  And  what  about 
people,  including  heterosexuals,  who  don’t 
wish  to  legally  marry,  yet  have  a  commit¬ 
ment  equally  strong  as  or  stronger  than  a 
married  couple? 

Obviously,  many  of  the  mechanics  must 
be  worked  out  and  it  appears  that  some  of 
the  questions  have  no  perfect  legal  answers. 
The  Braschi  decision  has  been  hailed  as  the 
single  most  important  step  in  recognizing 
gay  and  lesbian  relationships,  and  it  thereby 
forces  a  dramatic  reevaluation  of  the  term 
“family.”  For  now,  at  least,  gay  and  lesbian 
people  have  at  last  taken  root  in  the  family 
tree  of  American  society.  □ 


Mass.  Senate  moves  gay 
rights  ahead  in  midnight 
session 

Parliamentary  maneuvering  in  the  state  tax  debate  helps 
move  bill  to  Committee  on  Third  Reading,  which  now 
has  30  days  to  act 
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Nancy  V^fechsler 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Win,  Lose  or  Draw 


Join  GCN  on  Thursday,  july  27,  at  8  p.m.  for 

an  evening  of  sit-at-the-edge-of-your-seat 
gameshow  fun  at  Club  Cabaret  (209  Columbus 
Ave.,  Boston).  Contestants  will  be  playing  ‘Win, 
Lose  or  Draw,'  the  television  version  of  Pictionary. 
All  proceeds  of  the  $5  admission  will  benefit  GCN. 
See  next  week’s  paper  for  other  events  during  the 
Summer  Games  series,  sponsored  by  Club  Cabaret 
to  benefit  organizations  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Thanks,  Club  Cabaret! 


“OMnmunity  Voices’’  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  0>pies  of  letters  and  “Speiiking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  print^  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
^it  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Yokes  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Locked  up  for  having  a  con¬ 
dom 

Dear  GCN: 

Due  to  the  problems  of  over-crowding, 
most  of  us  are  forced  to  be  inside  of  ‘double 
cell’.  In  most  cases  that  means  someone  is 
forced  to  be  the  ‘wife’  at  night,  or  a 
‘swapout  partner’.  The  administration  puts 
infected  inmates  with  us  to  ‘fuck  us’  and  kill 
us,  just  as  sure  as  if  they  took  out  a  gun  and 
blowed  us  away. 

Two  weeks  ago  they  let  a  young  queen  die 
from  HIV  via  cancer  and  pneumonia.  Me 
and  one  of  the  queens  went  to  the  Reverend 
to  ask  if  he  was  going  to  have  a  service  for 
our  sister.  We  were  informed  that  the  only 
time  we  come  to  him  is  when  someone  dies. 
We  don’t  come  to  service  otherwise.  Now, 
when  a  inmate  dies,  the  church  usually  has  a 
service,  but  not  in  this  case!  Why?  No 
respect  for  queens,  even  in  death! 

The  administration  turns  a  blind  eye  and 
even  has  the  nerve  to  lock  up  anyone  who 
wants  to  be  tested.  The  inmates  who  really 
need  to  be  tested  don’t,  because  of  the 
lockup  fear  and  fear  that  other  inmates  and 
staff  will  talk  about  them.  Can  you  blame 
them?  It’s  like  a  medieval  nightmare!  In¬ 
mates  are  sick.  Inmates  are  dying.  A  lot  are 
afraid  to  ask  for  help.  If  an  inmate  is  lucky 
enough  to  get  a  rubber  (not  sold  in  the  store 
here)  it’s  a  write-up  [disciplinary  report]  and 
lock-up  [isolation]  if  he  gets  caught  with  it. 

The  fear  is  high  down  here  in  Pittsburgh. 
We  don’t  know  what  to  do,  or  which  way  to 
turn  about  this  urgent  problem.  (‘You’re  in 
jail,  so  fuck  you!’)  There  is  no  help  or  hope 
for  a  lot  of  us  as  far  as  dealing  with  this.  So 
what  can  a  middle  age  TS  queen  do  to  help 
my  fellow  inmates,  gays  and  Queens? 

Please  advise  me,  because  we  have  about 
2000  men  in  here,  and  this  place  is  only  sup¬ 
posed  to  hold  a  little  more  than  800. 

Thank  you  for  anything  you  can  do, 
Ashley  (‘Angella’)  Barrington 
PO  Box  99901  —  AP-3948 
H  Pittsburgh,  PA  15233 


Honoring  Stonewall 

Dear  GCN: 

In  honor  of  the  20th  anniversary  of  the 
Stonewall  Riots,  1  have  donated  my  entire 
collection  of  back  issues  of  Fag  Rag,  Gay 
Sunshine,  Come  Out!,  and  other  gay  libera¬ 
tion  publications  —  some  dating  back  to 
1969  —  to  the  Boston  Public  Library,  which 
has  agreed  to  bind  and  catalogue  them  (as 
well  as  similar  donations  from  other  in¬ 
dividuals),  and  make  them  available  to  the 
public  for  research  and  study. 

_  Larry  Fine 

H  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 


Bankruptcy  for  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Health 

Dear  GCN: 

While,  on  the  whole,  I  was  pleased  with 
the  article  that  appeared  in  GCN  (April 
30-May  6)  about  the  closing  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Health  (GLH),  I  was  disturbed  by  some 
inaccuracies  in  it  and  I’d  like  to  update 
readers  a  bit. 

First  off,  GLH  was  not  formed  by 
“former  members  of  GLCS  (Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Counseling  Services),’’  which  served 
the  community  for  17  years.  GLH,  which 
opened  August  1,  1988,  was  founded  by 
Michael  Harrington,  Edward  Roche,  and  J. 
Mitchell  Finnegan,  who  also  placed  them¬ 
selves  on  the  Board  of  Directors.  Later  on, 
two  former  GLCS-affiliated  persons  were 
added  to  the  GLH  Board. 

GLCS  closed  in  February  of  1988,  almost 
one  year  prior  to  the  GLH  closing. 

Not  only  were  GLH  staff  unable  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  unemployment  benefits  and  back 
wages  due  us  but  —  until  the  first  week  in 
June  —  we  were  unable  to  secure  continued 
health  coverage.  Unbeknownst  to  us,  the 
group  plan  had  been  suspended  as  of  March 
23rd  —  one  week  prior  to  the  Board  closure 
of  the  agency.  Deductions  for  health  cover¬ 
age  continued  to  be  made  from  employee 
paychecks  in  February  and  March  though 
no  premium  payments  were  made  by  ad¬ 
ministrators  after  February  7th.  Thus,  in 
June,  to  continue  our  coverage  we  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  pay  retroactively  to  April  1,  1989. 

I  was  the  only  clinincian  —  aside  from  Ed 
Roche  —  to  see  clients  for  termination  at 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (FCHC). 
The  only  reason  I  participated  in  this  ar¬ 
rangement  was  that  I  was  on  vacation  at  the 
time  of  the  closure  and  had  no  other  place  to 
see  clients.  I  later  found  space  to  see  clients 
who  could  afford  modest  fees. 

Bankruptcy  proceedings  continue.  It’s 
anticipated  that  around  $2,000  total  is  left 
for  GLH  to  use  against  back  wage  claims  for 
the  entire  staff  after  the  IRS  and  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Employment  Security  are  paid  the 
$20,000  plus  owed  to  each. 

Lastly,  Fenway’s  new  substance  ab¬ 
use/recovery  program  starts  up  this  month. 
FCHC  accepts  Medicaid,  Blue  Cross/Blue 
Shield  and  commercial  insurances.  They’ve 
also  been  in  business  for  18  years. 

Sincerely, 

Marea  Murray,  MSW,  LCSW 
former  Staff  Therapist/HIV  Specialist 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Health 
H  Boston,  Mass. 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Art  Director 

Available  early  September.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  suff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred. 

Deadline  for  application;  August  9. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues  and  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salaries/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vaation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion.  To  apply  for  the  position,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Contact  tracing  and  civil  liberties: 
in  defense  of  Stephen  Skuce 


Barney:  ‘protect  your  brothers 
and  sisters’ 

[GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mass. 
Rep.  Barney  Frank,  sent  in  response  to 
Frank’s  threat  to  respond  to  Republican 
allegations  that  members  of  the  House 
Democratic  leadership  are  gay.  —  Ed.] 

Dear  Representative  Frank, 

I  have  always  respected  your  stances, 
both  personally  and  politically,  as  well  as 
supporting  your  campaigns.  Therefore,  I 
was  shocked  and  amazed  to  read  in  this 
morning’s  Boston  newspapers  of  your  alleg¬ 
ed  threat  to  expose  several  Republican  gay 
congressmen. 

We  all  know  that  the  one  inviolable  rule 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians,  living  in  a  homo- 
phobic,  repressed  society,  has  always  been, 
“Protect  your  brothers  and  sisters.  We  do 
not  expose  each  other.’’  There  have  always 
been  plenty  of  others  to  do  that  dirty  task 
for  us,  to  destroy  families  and  careers  and 
lives.  It  is  a  glorious,  liberating  freedom  to 
“come  out’’  and  live  openly,  but  not  all  of 
us  can  do  that,  not  and  keep  doing  the  work 
we  feel  is  important,  sometimes  not  and  be 
re-elected.  There  are  not  many  Republicans 
I  personally  agree  with,  but  I  will  defend  to 
the  death  their  rights  to  their  misguided  opin¬ 
ions,  and  when  they  go  down  to  defeat,  let  it 
be  because  the  voters  have  rejected  their 
political  and  economic  theories,  not  their 
life-styles  and  lovers! 

Perhaps  the  threat  (if  the  story  is  true)  was 
made  only  to  shame  those  who  put  forth  the 
innuendoes.  If  so,  I  think  you  are  dealing 
with  people  that  nothing  will  shame,  who 
have  no  sense  of  morality  or  fairness.  But  we 
must  not  sink  to  their  level. 

We  each  of  us  make  the  choice  to  come 
out  or  pass,  every  day,  in  every  situation. 
But  that  choice  should  be  ours,  not  anyone 
else’s.  Not  even  yours. 

Sincerely, 
Jan  R.  Fielding 

H  Revere,  Mass. 


The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  author(s)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  men>- 
bership. 

*1  see  you  as 

By  Rachel  Lerner 

A  while  ago  I  went  to  a  forum  sponsored 
by  MASS  ACT  OUT  on  lesbian  and  gay  ac¬ 
tivism  in  the  ’90s.  It  was  well  attended  by 
both  lesbians  and  gays.  The  majority  of  us 
were  white.  During  the  question/an¬ 
swer/discussion  session,  we  were  talking 
about  the  lack  of  resources  for  AIDS  treat¬ 
ment  and  abput  how  little  “the  powers  thql 
be’’  care  about  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs), 
lesbians  and  gays,  and  people  of  color. 

It  was  late-ish  on  a  weekday  night.  The 
room  was  crowded.  The  discussion  was  sort 
of  disjointed.  One  white  woman  stood  up 
and  said  something  like  she  felt  closer  to  a 
Black  women  struggling  with  drugs  in  the 
projects  than  she  did  to  some  privileged 
white  faggot.  There  was,  as  you  might  im¬ 
agine,  a  tense  silence.  I  had  my  usual  reac¬ 
tion  when  1  feel  confrontation  in  the  air.  I 
looked  at  the  women  I  came  with  and  1  said 
“Let’s  get  out  of  here.’’  So  we  left.  On  the 
way  home  I  explained  to  them  that  I  thought 
as  lesbian  feminists  it  was  worthwhile  to 
discuss  where  our  energy  lay  in  the  struggle 
against  AIDS.  Do  we  feel  drawn  to  fight  the 
problem  in  its  racist  and  sexist  manifesta¬ 
tions  2is  it  ravages  women  and  children  of 
color,  or  do  we  instead  confront  the  blatant 
and  murderous  homophobia  that  refuses  to 
acknowledge  the  lives  of  gay  men?  And 
what  about  when  these  aspects  are  in¬ 
separable? 

That  forum  did  not  feel  like  a  safe  or  pro¬ 
ductive  place  for  me  to  engage  in  this  kind  of 
debate.  And  I  do  believe  that  all  struggles 
against  oppression  are  ultimately  intercon¬ 
nected.  But  we  consistently  have  to  make 


ByC.  Steven  Rose 

GCN  has  now  run  two  editorial  submis¬ 
sions  that  defend  the  HIV  Partner  Notifica¬ 
tion  Bill  (Mass.  H.226),  which  has  been  sup¬ 
ported  by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  the  Boston  AIDS  Con¬ 
sortium,  and  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  and  opposed  by  the  local  branch  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
and  the  AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash  Power 
(ACT  UP). 

I  do  not  agree  with  this  position;  rather,  I, 
as  a  card-carrying  member  of  the  ACLU 
and  ACT  UP,  feel  that  this  bill  is  dangerous, 
ill-advised,  and,  if  passed,  would  turn  back 
hard-won  progress  on  AIDS  issues,  in  par¬ 
ticular  progress  in  allocation  of  energy  and 
resources.  Contact  tracing  is  an  epidemio¬ 
logical  endeavor;  it  does  not  treat  HIV  in¬ 
fection  or  AIDS,  nor  does  it  prevent  them. 
ACT  UP/New  York  opposes  a  similar 
measure  proposed  by  notorious  homophobe 
Stephen  Joseph  in  New  York  State.  It  seems 
strange  —  and  frightening  —  that  in  Boston, 
our  own  “friends,”  as  Stephen  Skuce  so 
aptly  put  it,  are  so  poorly  informed  about 
AIDS  and  civil  liberties.  This  bill  would  turn 
back  the  clock,  deterring  people  from  ob¬ 
taining  anonymous,  confidential  testing, 
which,  regardless  of  the  role  of  HIV  in 
AIDS  etiology,  must  be  available  if  we  are 
all  to  monitor  our  health  and  practice  safer 
sex/drug  use.  We  do  not  need  a  state- 
funded  “whodunit”  game:  if  the  supporters 
of  this  bill  have  leftover  remorse  about  “pa¬ 
tient  zero”  not  being  “brought  to  justice” 
before  his  untimely  demise,  they  should 
work  it  out  in  some  other  way. 

Most  virulent  about  the  whole  mess  — 
and  it  is  indeed  at  this  point  a  rather  knotty 
political  mess  —  are  the  unfounded  attacks 
on  Stephen  Skuce  of  ACT  UP/Boston  and 
the  clever  manipulations  evident  in  the  ac¬ 
cusations  made  against  him  by  Denise 
McWilliams  of  GLAD  and  others  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  drum  up  “liberal”  support  for  the 
anti-civil  liberties  position. 

I  am  not  intimately  involved  with  the  day- 
to-day  workings  of  ACT  UP/Boston  at  this 
time,  so  I  speak  as  a  journalist  and  observer 
more  than  a  member,  but  I  did  spend  a  great 
deal  of  time  at  the  active  core  of  ACT  UP 
last  year. 

I  am  aware  of  the  feelings  that  many  have 
that  equate  ACT  UP’s  dogged,  thorough 
pursuit  of  substantive,  scientific/re¬ 
search/treatment  issues  as  “sexism” 


hard  choices  about  where  to  give  our  energy. 
Do  I  want  to  work  with  WARN  (Women’s 
AIDS  Response  Network)  in  Roxbury  or 
with  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  in  Back 
Bay?  I  cannot  say  that  1  feel  more  affinity 
for  one  group  or  the  other.  I  can  say  that 
each  pulls  me  in  a  different  way.  And  that 
not  only  have  these  issues  been  pulling  at  my 
intellectual  and  political  sensibilities,  they 
have  been  tearing  at  my  emotions  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  way. 

While  all  around  me  gay  white  men  whom 
I  know  have  been  living  with  ARC  and 
AIDS  for  years,  or  have  been  dying  at  home 
with  dignity  and  surrounded  by  love,  I  have 
been  watching  my  friend  Carmen  die  in  a 
chronic  care  hospital  in  Roxbury.  She  was 
just  diagnosed  with  ARC  in  September. 
Now,  in  May,  she  weighs  70  lbs.  at  most, 
and  is  getting  steadily  worse.  I  know  there 
are  white  men  who  die  fast,  horrible,  lonely 
deaths.  I  know  there  are  women  of  color 
who  live  with  AIDS  for  years  and  die  at 
home  in  the  arms  of  loved  ones.  But  Carmen 
is  a  Puerto  Rican  lesbian,  single  mom,  non¬ 
needle  using  drug  addict  and  ex-con  whose 
lover  is  still  in  prison.  And  she  is  dying  in 
loneliness  and  despair  because  the  system 
(or  anyone  else)  will  not  martial  the 
resources  to  give  her  what  she  needs  to  die 
with  dignity  and  love.  I  guess  all  of  this  is  no 
surprise.  The  system  never  came  through  for 
her  before.  Or  perhaps  it  is  more  accurate  to 
say  that  Carmen  is  a  victim  of  an  active  force 
of  genocide  directed  at  poor  people,  queers, 
people  of  color  and  assorted  others  that 
emanates  from  the  core  of  this  country’s 
power  structure. 


because  of  the  clear,  straightforward  focus 
of  the  group.  I  am  also  aware  of  how  pain¬ 
fully  uninformed  many  gay/lesbian  activists 
in  Boston  were  (are  still)  regarding  treat¬ 
ment  issues.  On  the  one  hand,  I  agree  whole¬ 
heartedly  with  this  focus;  on  the  other  hand, 
I  have  at  times  publicly  yearned,  especially 
in  my  writings,  for  the  introduction  of  a 
more  eclectic  mix  of  context  around  the  core 
issues  if  for  no  reason  than  to  garner  ACT 
UP/Boston  the  much-deserved  support  and 
interest  it  deserves. 

In  other  words,  I  have  not  always  been  in 
agreement  with  Mr.  Skuce.  But  I  have  never 
known  him  to  be  “sexist,”  “anti-feminist,” 
or  “misogynist.”  And  most  certainly,  1  have 
never,  ever,  known  him  to  be  in  anything 
but  the  most  total  command  of  the  facts; 
Denise  McWilliams’  attack  on  Skuce  for  not 
having  his  facts  straight  is  absurd,  unwar¬ 
ranted,  and  ugly.  In  fact,  I  have  often  been 
frustrated  in  the  past  by  ACT  UP  writing 
committees  —  being  a  writer  who  likes  to 
work  independently  and  with  a  good  bit  of 
“unbridled  passion,”  I  have  found  Skuce’s 
insistence  on  methodical,  un-wavering  ad¬ 
herence  to  strict  standards  of  research  and 
clarity  in  everything  and  anything  his  name 
is  on  ponderous.  Skuce  is  as  meticulous  and 
articulate  and,  I  can  assure  you,  knows  the 
facts  inside  out.  Furthermore,  his  overall  vi¬ 
sion  —  the  overall  vision  of  ACT  UP  —  is 
more  in  tune  with  the  needs  of  women  at  risk 
or  who  have  AIDS  than  many  local  activists. 
As  ACT  UP/New  York’s  Iris  Long  has  said 
(and  she  knows  more  than  anyone  in  the 
country  about  the  demographics  of  AIDS 
and  is  a  great  crusader  for  women’s  inclu¬ 
sion  in  treatment  trials  and  prevention  ef¬ 
forts),  “The  focus  on  treatment  cannot  be 
diluted.” 

If  doggedly  focusing  on  treatment  (and 
contact  tracing  directly  relates  to  treatment 
in  that  it  takes  energy  and  money  away  from 
treatment)  has  earned  some  of  us  reputa¬ 
tions  as  being  “anti-feminist,”  that’s  fine. 
But  I  don’t  hear  the  likes  of  Denise 
McWilliams  or  Holly  Ladd  or  Larry  Kessler 
talking  about  the  number  of  women  in  par¬ 
ticular  trials,  the  degree  of  access  for 
children,  the  use  of  placebos  in  pediatric 
trials,  or  the  need  for  certain  treatments  in 
women’s  prisons.  Skuce  and  others  like  him 
will  continue  to  bear  the  flak  and  keep 
working  to  save  women.  They  deserve 
thanks. 


Denise  McWilliams  of  GLAD  flatters 
herself  by  making  it  seem  as  if  she  in  par¬ 
ticular,  or  GLAD  in  particular,  had  been 
singled  out  in  this  case.  Skuce’s  original 
GC^  submission,  “That’s  what  friends  are 
for,”  gave  equal  emphasis  to  all  of  the 
organizations  who  have  betrayed  the  people 
they  claim  to  serve.  Rather,  it  is  McWilliams 
who  has  unfairly  singled  out  and  attacked 
Skuce.  While  it  is  no  secret  that  Skuce  and  1 
have  had  disagreements  in  the  past,  1  would 
at  this  time  like  to  offer  the  strongest  kind  of 
support  for  Skuce  and  ACT  UP/Boston. 

The  ACLU  has  taken  a  stand  on  this  bill; 
Masha  Gessen  of  NEXT  magazine  — 
another  well-known  person  with  whom  I  do 
not  always  agree  —  has  also  reviewed  the 
facts  and  come  down  on  the  side  of  preserv¬ 
ing  civil  liberties  on  this  issue;  ACT 
UP/New  York  is  doing  the  same  in  New 
York;  I  have  taken  a  stand  in  print  myself. 
None  of  us  are  “anti-feminist,”  nor  are  we 
“divisive.”  We  share  a  concern  for  human 
lives  and  for  the  precious,  hard-won  pro¬ 
gress  we’ve  made  on  AIDS.  Chipping  away 
at  our  freedoms  —  bargaining  it  away  —  is 
hardly  a  way  to  preserve  it.  It  has  been  said 
that  when  fascism  comes  to  America,  it  will 
come  quietly,  stealthily.  Undermining 
doctor-patient  confidentiality  and  bringing 
“leadership”  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  into  our  bedrooms  is  fascist,  sexist, 
racist,  and  classist.  Stephen  Skuce  is  not.  He 
is  a  hardworking,  incredibly  dedicated  ac¬ 
tivist  who  has  never  taken  a  strong  stand 
that  he  wasn’t  sure  on  —  and  being  sure  for 
him  means  a  complete  contextual  frame¬ 
work  and  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
issues. 

I  salute  and  support  Stephen  Skuce  and 
hope  that  his  intellect,  courage  and  dedica¬ 
tion  will  be  acknowledged  by  all  HIV  sero- 
positives  who  value  their  freedom,  privacy 
and  much-needed  ability  to  monitor  tmd 
maintain  their  health. 

We  should  all  be  practicing  safer  sex  and 
drug  use,  and  we  should  all  be  fighting  for 
progress,  not  oppression  and  regression.  We 
do  not  need  a  pointless,  expensive  “who¬ 
dunit”  program  and  we  most  certainly  do 
not  need  the  likes  of  Denise  McWilliams 
sniffing  about  in  our  Jockey  shorts! 

G.  Steven  Rose  is  a  PWA  activist/jour¬ 
nalist  who  lives  in  Boston. 


part  of  my  community’ 


So  every  time  I  hear  of  a  gay  white  man 
who  died  of  AIDS  at  home,  after  several 
years,  with  his  lover,  and  then  had  a 
beautiful  memorial  service  and  got  a  eulogy 
in  the  gay  press  etc.,  my  first  thought  is  that 
Carmen  will  never  have  that.  I  feel  rage  that 
they  have  access  to  some  benefits  of  white 
male  privilege  and  she  does  not.  Then  I  feel 
the  grief.  And  then  I  feel  disgusted  with 
myself  for  not  feeling  sad  first.  It  is  a 
tragedy  that  gay  men  of  all  colors  are  dying 
of  AIDS.  I  am  actually  very  proud  of  and 
grateful  to  our  community  for  enabling  my 
gay  brothers  to  die  with  dignity,  respect  and 
love. 

But,  is  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
there  for  Carmen  in  any  real  way?  Does 
energy  lesbians  give  to  men  with  AIDS  take 
away  from  energy  we  give  to  women  with 
AIDS?  Is  the  oppression  experienced  by  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  who  are  people  of  color, 
poor,  and/or  drug-addicted  too  overwhelm¬ 
ing  for  middle  class  white  queers  to  face? 
Are  there  ways  that  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  facing  these  paralyzing  multiple 
oppressions  that  1  do  not  know  about?  I 
think  about  GCA’s  Prisoner  Project,  about 
the  work  of  Black  and  White  Men  Together, 
about  the  efforts  of  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  to  expand  its  vision.  But  in  truth,  it 
feels  like  Carmen  and  many  like  her  are  dy¬ 
ing  without  knowing  that  there  is  a  lesbian 
and  gay  community  that  cares  about  them. 

I  believe  that  we  do  care  about  her  and  do 
not  want  her  to  die  alone  in  a  chronic  care 
hospital.  But  somehow  our  caring  is  not 
making  it  across  the  mountains  and  valleys 


that?  Where  is  the  message  getting  stuck?  Or 
has  there  been  a  collective  (unconscious? 
semi-conscious?)  decision  that  there  are  on¬ 
ly  so  many  mountains  we  can  climb,  so 
many  horrors  dwelling  in  the  valleys  we 
must  cross  that  we  are  able  to  confront? 

I  know  we  are  tired.  I  know  we  must  make 
pragmatic  choices  about  how  we  spend  our 
energy.  I  also  know  that  when  I  walk  into 
Carmen’s  hospital  room,  the  force  of  her 
isolation  is  powerful  enough  to  knock  me 
over.  So  I  feel  the  need  to  raise  these  issues, 
to  bring  my  experiences  back  to  my  com¬ 
munity,  to  ask  to  hear  the  voices  of  other 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  feel  alone  as  they 
cross  these  particular  mountains  and 
valleys.  I  believe  there  are  a  lot  of  important 
questions  about  coalition  building  that  can 
be  explored  through  AIDS  work;  through 
asking  ourselves  how  women,  people  of  col¬ 
or,  recovered  addicts,  poor  people,  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  all  linked  through  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  Carmen.  For  all  its 
murderousness,  AIDS  gives  us  yet  another 
opportunity  to  struggle  with  these  questions 
and  to  begin  to  forge  the  kind  of  bonds  that 
come  from  facing  a  crisis  together.  It 
enables  me  to  envision  a  time  when  I  go  to 
visit  Carmen  and  find  her  hospital  room  full 
of  all  kinds  of  people  saying,  “I  came  here 
to  be  with  you  because  I  see  you  as  part  of 
my  community  and  I  care  about  you.” 


Rachel  Lerner  is  a  local  lesbian  who 
believes  her  community  is  capable  of  sup¬ 
porting  controversial  dialogue. 


that  separate  any  one  of  us  from  her.  Why  is 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Lesbianism  in  apartheid 
South  Africa 


By  Lee 

South  Africa  is  a  land  of  multiple  oppres¬ 
sions.  As  a  white  person,  I  have  certain  ma¬ 
jor  rights  and  privileges  which  are  denied  to 
my  sisters  and  brothers  of  color;  neverthe¬ 
less  I  too  am  oppressed  by  the  patriarchal, 
heterosexist,  capitalist  system  of  apartheid 
because  I  am  a  woman  and  because  I  am  a 
lesbian. 

This  history  of  women  in  South  Africa  is 
one  of  strength  and  pride,  most  strongly 
symbolized  by  the  march  of  20,000  women 
to  Pretoria  in  1956  to  protest  against  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  hated  pass  laws  to  women. 
Women  have  always  been  actively  involved 
in  working  against  apartheid,  sometimes 
behind  the  scenes  and  at  other  times  with 
high  visibility.  Our  heroines’  names  echo  in 
the  freedom  song  “Malebongwe  makosika- 
zi”  (“We  praise  the  women”)  —  Amina 
Cachalia,  Helen  Joseph,  Lilian  Ngoyi, 
Frances  Baard,  Albertina  Sisulu  and  many 
more.  In  small  but  powerful  numbers,  white 
women  have  been  involved  in  the  struggle  in 
organizations  such  as  the  Black  Sash,  which 
has  picketed,  protested  and  campaigned 
year  in  and  year  out.  Women  in  the  black 
townships  organize  creches,  day  care 
centers,  community  support  networks, 
feeding  schemes.  Members  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion  of  South  African  Women  (FEDSAW) 
can  be  seen  in  their  green  and  black  outfits 
at  funerals,  church  services  and  political 
rallies.  University  women’s  groups  organize 
discussions,  reading  groups,  consciousness 
raising  and  cultural  events.  Women  run  rape 
crisis  services,  shelters  for  battered  women, 
work  cooperatives,  agricultural  coopera¬ 
tives,  and  community  health  facilities. 

It  is  usually  women,  too,  who  provide 
each  other  with  opportunities  for  backstreet 
abortions  in  a  country  where  abortion  is  il¬ 
legal.  In  all  these  activities  lesbians  have  un¬ 
doubtedly  played  important  roles,  yet  they 
are  seldom  visible  as  lesbians. 

Despite  the  wide  range  of  women’s  activi¬ 
ty  in  South  Africa,  the  women’s  movement 
itself  is  in  its  infancy.  We  lack  national  coor¬ 
dination,  we  do  not  have  strong  nationwide 
networks  or  meetings,  we  have  few  feminist 
publications.  In  the  whole  country  there  is 
no  women’s  bookstore,  and  few  universities 
offer  Women’s  Studies  programs.  Married 
women  are  oppressed  economically;  mater¬ 
nity  rights  are  poorly  recognized  in  the 
workplace,  where  sexism  is  ever-present; 
and  women  are  over-represented  in  the 
poorest  paid  work  in  the  domestic,  agricul¬ 
tural  and  service  sectors.  Women’s  health 
needs  are  poorly  met,  and  many  black 
women  receive  the  controversial  contracep¬ 
tive  Depo-Provera  without  information  on 
its  side  effects  and  without  alternatives. 
Many  women  engage  in  the  political  struggle 
as  the  wives,  mothers  and  sisters  of  male  ac¬ 
tivists  rather  than  asserting  their  own  rights 
and  needs  as  women. 

The  problems  faced  by  South  African 
women  in  general  are  multiplied  for  les¬ 
bians.  The  often-discussed  triple  oppression 
of  black  women  (on  the  basis  of  race,  sex 
and  class)  becomes  a  quadruple  oppression 
for  lesbians  of  color.  Heterosexism  is  rife  in 
South  African  society,  and  the  concept  of 
homophobia  is  virtually  unknown.  There 
are  very  few  venues  for  gay  men  and  lesbians 
to  meet,  the  largest  city  in  the  country 
(Johannesburg)  boasting  no  more  than  two 
or  three  clubs  and  a  gay  restaurant  or  two. 
The  only  women’s  bar  there  closed  down  in 
January  of  this  year.  The  handful  of  gay 
newspapers  countrywide  are  male-domina¬ 
ted,  as  are  the  few  gay  organizations. 

Sociologists  have  suggested  that  repres¬ 
sion  of  homosexuality  tends  to  produce 
.strong  gay  and  lesbian  subcultures.  In  sup¬ 
port  of  this  they  point  to  the  cohesive  com¬ 
munities  of  cities  such  as  Boston  and  San 
Francisco  in  the  less  tolerant  United  States, 
and  compare  these  with  the  looser  gay  and 
lesbian  networks  of  Berlin,  Paris,  and 
Amsterdam  in  more  permissive  Europe. 
Why  then  does  South  Africa  have  such  a 
fragmented  and  invisible  gay  and  lesbian 
subculture? 

Much  of  the  reason  for  this,  I  think,  ties  in 
apartheid.  Not  only  does  apartheid  divide 
people  along  racial  lines,  so  that  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  for  black  and  white  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  '<-ome  together  in  organization,  but 
it  also  results  in  an  urgent  national  liberation 
struggle  which  easily  overrides  “smaller” 


struggles  against  less  blatant  oppressions. 
Within  the  Left,  a  tendency  to 
“hierarchize”  oppressions  leads  many  to 
relegate  legitimate  struggles  (such  as  the 
struggles  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  against 
their  oppression)  to  secondary  status  and 
postpone  these  struggles  for  the  post¬ 
apartheid  era. 

However,  the  struggle  in  which  we  are 
engaged  needs  to  be  a  comprehensive  one. 
Democracy  cannot  be  fully  achieved  if  gay 
and  lesbian  rights,  women’s  rights, 
children’s  rights,  and  the  rights  of  the 
disabled  are  left  off  the  agenda  now.  Les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  need  to  become  integrally 
involved  in  political  activism  on  all  levels, 
with  lesbians  in  particular  needing  to 
mobilize  and  become  visible.  It  was  through 
the  action  of  gay  people  that  the  African 
National  Congress,  an  ever  more  vital 
feature  of  South  Africa’s  present  and  future 
political  reality,  took  a  stand  on  gay  rights. 
We  cannot  leave  our  needs  in  the  hands  of 
heterosexual  activists  and  hope  that  they  will 
be  sensitively  met.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
cannot  organize  effectively  around  lesbian 
and  gay  issues  while  ignoring  the  apartheid 
ideology  which  is  the  source  of  so  much  of 
the  oppression  in  South  Africa. 

Lesbian  and  gay  organizations  in  South 
Africa  today  face  uniquely  complex  and 
demanding  challenges.  In  our  emerging 
struggle  we  are  going  to  need  a  great  deal  of 
support  and  recognition  from  international 
organizations.  The  latter  can  play  a  critical 
role  as  advocates  for  the  rights  of  gay  and 
lesbian  South  Africans  by  urging  the 
African  National  Congress  to  pay  full  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  issue,  by  writing  letters  of  protest 
to  South  African  government  officials,  and 
by  supporting  gay  and  lesbian  activists  who 
are  facing  repression. 

For  me  personally,  it  is  my  sense  of 
belonging  to  a  global  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  that  gives  jne  the  strength  to  affirm 
my  lesbian  identity  and  use  it  to  inform  my 
political  and  social  activism. 

Lee  is  an  international  student  living  in 
Boston  and  will  be  returning  to  South  Africa 
within  the  next  few  months. 
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Impacts  of  sodomy  laws 

For  lesbian  and  gay  activists  in  states  with 
sodomy  laws,  the  reasons  for  taking  on  the 
laws  may  vary.  While  all  share  the  position 
that  gay  and  lesbian  sex  is  not  criminal  ac¬ 
tivity,  the  impact  of  the  laws  in  people’s  dai¬ 
ly  lives  depends  on  how  politicians,  law  en¬ 
forcement  officials  and  others  use  them.  In 
many  cases  the  threat  of  being  arrested  for 
having  sex  with  a  member  of  the  same  sex  is 
not  great.  Although  sodomy  laws  are  rarely 
enforced,  their  existence  often  allows  other 
forms  of  discrimination  to  take  place. 

For  example,  in  North  Carolina,  where 
Jesse  Helms  and  his  right-wing  political 
allies  monitor  government  funding  to  fur¬ 
ther  their  agenda,  the  state’s  sodomy  law 
(called  the  Crimes  Against  Nature  or  CAN 
law)  has  been  used  to  hinder  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  efforts.  Using  the  CAN  law.  Helms 
pushed  for  restrictions  on  the  state’s  allot¬ 
ment  of  federal  funding  that  would  prevent 
money  from  going  to  any  educational  ef¬ 
forts  “associated  with  illegal  activities.” 

David  Jones,  a  lobbyist  for  the  North 
Carolina  AIDS  Service  Coalition,  told  GCN 
that  in  his  testimony  before  a  state  panel  in 
November  of  1988  he  demonstrated  that  the 
state  had  actually  lost  federal  revenues 
because  of  right-wing  political  interference 
with  the  State  Health  Commission.  He  add¬ 
ed  that  the  CAN  law  has  also  been  used  to 
justify  housing  discrimination.  Jones 
reported  that  leading  homophobic  legislator 
Paul  Stam  (R-Wake  County)  introduced  an 
amendment  to  the  Fair  Housing  Act  this 
year  that  would  sanction  housing 
discrimination  by  landlords  who  had  “a 
reasonable  basis  to  conclude  the  [renter]  had 
committed  a  felony.”  Jones  said  the  amend¬ 
ment  was  soundly  defeated,  but  that  it 
underscored  the  importance  of  abolishing 
the  CAN  law. 

Another  typical  method  in  which  sodomy 
laws  are  used  to  discriminate  against  gay 
men  and  lesbians  is  during  child  custody  and 
visitation  proceedings.  In  many  states  where 
sodomy  laws  are  on  the  books  but  not  en¬ 
forced,  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  denied 
custody  of  their  children  because  their  sex 
lives  are  “criminal.”  Even  in  cases  where 
they  are  granted  custody  or  visitation, 
restrictions  have  been  imposed  which  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  associating  with  their  lover 
or  gay  friends  in  the  presence  of  the 
child/children. 

And  perhaps  the  most  rigorously  enforc¬ 
ed  laws  banning  gay  and  lesbian  sex  are 
those  established  by  the  U.S.  military, 
which  has  imprisoned,  punished,  and 
discharged  thousands  of  its  members  for 
their  sexualities. 

What  to  expect  from  the  ’90$ 

Although  enthusiastic  and  angry  activists 
are  building  networks  and  planning 
strategies  in  many  states,  the  chances  for 
widespread  repeal  of  sodomy  laws  across  the 
land  seem  dim.  Nan  Hunter,  director  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Project  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  said  she 
thinks  there  are  few  states  in  which  there  is  a 
“decent  chance”  for  sodomy  law  reform  to 
succeed.  For  many  of  the  reasons  cited  by 
Hyde,  Hunter  said  the  major  legislative  vic¬ 
tories  that  will  be  won  by  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  next  10  years  will  be  in  the  areas 
of  civil  rights,  with  anti-discrimination  and 


domestic  partner  legislation  being  the  most 
promising.  Hunter  argues  that  most  states 
“with  a  degree  of  civil  rights  consciousness” 
have  already  decriminalized  sodomy,  leav¬ 
ing  the  most  difficult  states,  many  of  which 
are  in  the  South.  This  situation  will  lead,  in 
Hunter’s  opinion,  “to  a  more  and  more 
divergent,  irrational  situation”  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  who  will  have  civil  rights  pro¬ 
tections  in  some  states  and  continue  to  be 
felons  in  others. 

Hyde  agrees  that  the  prospects  for  im¬ 
mediate  reform  in  the  short  term  are  not 
great,  but  she  stresses  the  importance  of 
looking  beyond  statutory  change  to  measure 
success.  “1  am  really  pleased  with  the 
development  and  existence  of  statewide 
groups  in  places  like  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  Nevada,”  she  said, 
adding  that  these  organizing  efforts,  and  the 
consciousness  raising  that  result  from  them, 
are  markers  of  change  that  will  be  followed 
by  legal  change. 

Hyde  said  her  goal  with  the  Privacy  Pro¬ 
ject  is  to  repeal  a  sodomy  law  “in  at  least 
one  jurisdiction”  within  the  next  three 
years.  She  said  she  was  hopeful  that  the 
District  of  Columbia  might  be  able  to  pull  it 
off  in  1989.  “We  need  to  see  it  done 
somewhere.  It  needs  to  become  a 
possibility.” 

But  she  adds  that  sodomy  law  repeal  is 
“not  short  term  work.  I  think  of  it  as  a  pro¬ 
ject  of  equivalent  length  as  the  longest 
prison  term  for  sodomy  in  this  country  — 
which  is  20  years  in  Michigan.” 

The  hundreds  of  gay  and  lesbian  activists 
who  held  press  conferences,  demos,  teach- 
ins  and  other  observances  of  the  third  an¬ 
niversary  of  Hardwick,  seem  to  grasp  the 
challenges  of  toppling  sodomy  laws  in  their 
states  but  they  are  not  daunted.  Kris  Klein- 
dienst,  a  lesbian  activist  in  St.  Louis  who  ad¬ 
dressed  a  crowd  gathered  to  acknowledge 
the  Day  of  Mourning  and  kick  off 
Missouri’s  sodomy  law  repeal  campaign, 
told  her  listeners,  “We  mourn  the  death  of 
the  constitutional  right  to  privacy....  But  we 
do  not  mourn  silently,  passively.  We  mourn 
with  a  strength  and  ferocity  that  this  move¬ 
ment  didn’t  know  it  had  until  the  Supreme 
Court  attacked  us....  In  our  act  of  mourn¬ 
ing,  we  are  organizing.” 

Meanwhile  in  Georgia,  home  of  the  in¬ 
famous  Hardwick  case,  active  sodomy  law 
repeal  efforts  are  on  hold,  but  “We’re  just 
still  committing  sodomy  on  a  regular  basis,” 
according  to  Atlanta  sodomite  Cathy 
Woolard. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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I  am  a  survivor  and  a  victim  of  lesbian  bat¬ 
tering.  I  am  proud  to  have  come  through 
a  trial  that  might  have  taken 
my  spirit,  my  sanity  or  my  life,  but  I 
recognize  that  my  survival  is  partly  due  to 
luck:  others  just  as  strong  and  brave  have 
died.  If  you  see  me  as  some  kind  of  Shero, 
you  may  not  believe  that  I  could  have  been 
victimized.  Battering  leaves  deep,  mostly  in¬ 
visible  scars  and  I  may  never  be  the  woman  I 
was  before  I  was  battered.  Nevertheless,  1 
don’t  want  the  pity  or  contempt  victims 
often  receive. 

1  have  a  difficult  time  making  my  story 
believable,  because  I  tread  a  fine  line  be¬ 
tween  telling  enough  to  make  the  horror  real 
and  telling  so  much  that  you  want  to  rush  to 
the  bathroom  and  throw  up.  I  was  in  a  bat¬ 
tering  relationship  between  1977  and  1981. 
My  lover  and  I  fought  once  a  day  on  an 
average;  the  rare  “good  days’’  were  cancel¬ 
led  out  by  marathons  of  abuse.  Severe  ver¬ 
bal  abuse  was  part  of  every  fight,  and  many 
of  them  escalated  to  threats  of  violence  or 
abandonment  in  extremely  difficult  or  po¬ 
tentially  dangerous  circumstances.  My  lover 
had  a  gun  and  threatened  to  use  it  on 
herself,  me,  her  children  and  others.  I  tried 
everything  I  could  think  of  to  stop  the  abuse 
—  therapy,  confrontation,  appeasement, 
reasoning,  ignoring  it  —  but  nothing  work¬ 
ed  consistently  or  for  very  long.  Her 
demands  frequently  placed  me  in  double¬ 
bind,  no-win  situations.  She  held  me  re¬ 
sponsible  for  other  people’s  behavior,  for 
things  that  had  happened  in  the  distant  past, 
for  her  own  mistakes.  Behavior  that  she 
criticized  severely  in  me,  she  might  praise 
the  next  day  in  someone  else  or  in  herself. 
Actual  physical  violence  was  much  less  fre¬ 
quent  than  the  threat  of  it,  insults,  humilia¬ 
tion,  isolation  and  crazy-making  mind 
games. 

Soon  after  my  escape  I  began  to  read  ac¬ 
counts  of  political  prisoners  and  concentra¬ 
tion  camp  survivors.  Although  my  experi¬ 
ence  was  not  comparable  to  theirs,  I  gained 
my  first  comprehension  of  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  me.  Bruno  Bettleheim  in  his  essay, 
“Behavior  In  Extreme  Situations,’’ 
(Chapters  4  and  5,  The  Informed  Heart, 
Avon  Books,  1960)  explains  that  the  most 
feared  guards  in  the  camps  were  the  ones 
who  gave  beatings  rarely  and  unpredictably 
and  who  mostly  engaged  in  verbal  threats 
and  other  psychological  abuse.  A  year  or  so 
later  I  ran  across  some  articles  on  post- 
traumatic  stress  disorder,  and  I  realized  I 
was  suffering  the  same  symptoms  that  so 
often  plague  war  veterans  and  disaster  vic¬ 
tims:  heightened  anxiety,  painful  flash¬ 
backs,  guilt,  and  difficulty  in  adjusting  to 
the  “normal”  world  and  to  a  damaged  self  I 
could  scarcely  recognize.  In  1985,  when  I 
finally  began  to  read  about  battering,  I 
recognized  examples  of  abuse  I  had  ex¬ 
perienced,  but  still  not  been  able  to  name. 

I  think  now  that  my  difficulty  (and  also 
your  difficulty)  in  accepting  what  happened 
to  me  is  part  of  a  larger  climate  of  denial  that 
enables  battering  to  continue.  My  denial 
started  long  before  I  was  battered  and  it  lull¬ 
ed  me  into  a  false  sense  of  security.  I  had 
been  around  lesbians  since  I  was  a  teenager, 
and  although  some  of  them  had  troubled  re¬ 
lationships,  I  was  unaware  of  any  battering. 
I  attached  myself  to  the  comforting  myth 
that  lesbians  don ’t  batter.  Much  later,  when 
I  was  “out”  enough  to  go  to  gay  bars  in  a 
town  that  was  liberal  enough  to  tolerate 
them,  I  saw  that  some  lesbians  did  indeed 
batter.  However,  I  thought  they  were  all  of  a 
type  —  drunks,  sexist  hutches  or  apolitical 
lesbians  —  so  1  decided  that  feminist  les¬ 
bians  don ’t  batter.  I  thought  that  relating  to 
other  radical  feminists  was  safe,  and  I  saw 
battering  as  a  limited  problem  that  would  be 
solved  by  politicizing  all  lesbians. 

Even  when  I  discovered  evidence  of  bat¬ 
tering  among  feminists,  I  still  thought  I  was 
personally  too  smart  and  too  tough  to  be 
battered.  I  believed  in  the  myth  of  a  “victim 
personality”:  that  some  women  with  a  his¬ 
tory  of  abuse  or  alcoholism  or  destructive 
behavior  patterns  wear  a  semi-visible  “Kick 
Me”  sign  and  attract  those  who  will  do  just 
that.  At  the  time  I  met  my  batterer,  I  did  not 


“When  it  rains  and  the  sun  is  shining,  the  Devil  is  beating  his 
wife....” 

(an  old  proverb) 


When  it  rains  and  the  sun  is  shining, 

A  woman  is  beating  a  woman. 

When  it  rains  and  the  sun  is  not  shining, 

A  woman  is  beating  a  woman. 

When  the  sun  shines  and  it  is  not  raining, 

A  woman  is  beating  a  woman. 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  weather. 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Devil. 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  faults 
Of  the  woman  being  beaten. 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  excuses 
Of  the  woman  doing  the  beating. 

These  are  Old  Husband’s  tales. 

When  a  woman  beats  a  woman. 

The  Old  Husbands  laugh 

And  admire  their  unbloodied  hands. 

They  like  to  see  their  work 
Being  done  for  them. 

They  are  lazy  and  they  are  efficient:  ■ '*  ^  , 

Every  time  a  woman  beats  a  woman,  v  : 

They  have  controlled  two  women. 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  weather. 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Devil. 

It  has  everything  to  do  with  controlling  women. 

It  has  everything  to  do  with  destroying  women. 
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fit  my  own  stereotype  of  a  victim  in  any  way. 

I  was  very  public  as  a  lesbian;  I  led  women’s 
problem-solving  groups  and  worked  at  a 
women’s  center.  Now  I  know  that  anyone 
can  be  battered  and  that  no  one  can  spot 
every  batterer.  They  can  be  charming  and 
charismatic;  they  can  somehow  reconcile 
battering  with  feminist  politics  and  even  use 
politics  to  justify  abuse.  I  think  anyone 
could  have  fallen  in  love  with  the  woman 
who  battered  me.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
typical  batterer  or  a  typical  victim.  In  fact,  I 
believe  that  batterers  are  like  vampires  — 
they  are  most  likely  to  choose  strong  vic¬ 
tims;  then  over  the  course  of  the  relation¬ 
ship,  the  battered  woman  grows  progress¬ 
ively  weaker  as  the  batterer  sucks  off  every 
resource  and  strength  the  victim  has. 

A  batterer  will  use  everything  she  can  to 
increase  her  control  and  your  dependence. 
When  I  acknowledge  that  my  batterer  man¬ 
ipulated  my  best  qualities,  not  just 
weaknesses,  to  keep  me  in  the  relationship, 
it  counteracts  some  of  the  shame  I  feel.  I 
have  made  the  following  lists  of  my  vulnera¬ 
bilities  and  strengths  in  this  situation: 

Vulnerabilities: 

1.  Fear  of  the  consequences  of  leaving.  I 
knew  that  if  I  left,  I  would  lose  all  contact 
with  my  lover’s  children,  live  in  terror  of 


retaliation,  and  receive  little  sympathy  from 
other  lesbians. 

2.  Lack  of  resources.  I  had  very  little  money 
and  no  transportation.  I  was  isolated  from 
family  and  friends.  I  had  no  information 
about  lesbian  battering  and  little  hope  I 
could  get  protection  in  a  shelter  advertised 
as  “open  to  all  women.” 

3.  Denial.  Each  time  the  violence  escalated, 
I  escalated  my  denial:  “She  doesn’t  mean  it 
when  she  insults  me,”  became  “She  was  out 
of  control  when  she  hit  me”  and  then,  “She 
wouldn’t  really  kill  me.” 

4.  Lack  of  perspective.  Staying  so  long  ap¬ 
peared  stupid,  but  actually  I  needed  all  my 
smarts  to  survive  each  crisis  and  try  to  an¬ 
ticipate  and  avoid  the  next.  I  couldn’t  afford 
to  feel  the  full  horror  of  what  was  happening 
to  me:  this  is  probably  a  healthy  response  to 
danger,  but  it  doesn’t  work  well  when 
danger  is  continual. 

5.  Shame.  Nothing  was  as  acutely  painful  as 
my  admission  that  I  was  being  battered.  I 
blamed  myself  for  “stupidity”  and  began  to 
feel  all  the  hurt,  rage  and  humiliation  I  had 
suppressed  during  actual  fights. 

Strenghts: 

1.  Love.  I  loved  this  woman  and  her 
children.  Everything  about  her  was  ad¬ 
mirable  and  appealing  except  her  battering 


behavior,  which  only  gradually  developed 
into  a  form  I  could  recognize.  I  kept  waiting 
for  the  wonderful  woman  I  loved  to  re¬ 
appear  in  place  of  the  screaming  monster.  I 
thought  my  love  and  forgiveness  could  save 
her  from  her  “bad  side.” 

2.  Willingness  to  work  hard.  I  didn’t  expect 
a  good  relationship  to  come  easy.  I  was 
eager  to  cooperate  and  adapt  to  my  lover’s 
needs,  but  they  became  increasingly  con¬ 
tradictory  and  impossible  to  fulfill,  and  I 
was  punished  for  having  any  needs  myself. 

3.  Feminism.  My  politics  told  me  the  last 
thing  I  should  do  was  abandon  a  woman  in 
trouble.  I  failed  to  see  that  battering  was 
working  for  my  lover,  and  that  I  was  a 
woman  in  serious  danger. 

4.  Lesbian  identity.  A  lesbian’s  relationship 
with  her  lover  is  supposed  to  be  the  piece  of 
cake  that  makes  all  the  oppression  worth¬ 
while.  It  was  devastatingly  hard  to  admit 
that  my  lover  was  my  worst  enemy. 

I  would  never  have  advised  a  straight 
woman  to  try  to  cure  a  batterer  with  love,  so 
why  did  I  do  it?  I  thought  no  woman  could 
terrorize  me  the  way  a  man  could,  even 
though  this  contradicted  all  the  rest  of  my 
Amazon  credo  about  the  superior  powers  of 
lesbian  womeii.  In  fact,  lesbian  batterers  can 
do  anything  male  batterers  can  do,  and  I 
think  the  extreme  intimacy  of  lesbian  rela- 


BY  AMY 


EDGINGTON 


tionships  increases  the  damage.  We  tend  to 
assume  relationships  between  women  will 
automatically  be  more  equal  than  heterosex¬ 
ual  relationships.  But  once  battering  starts, 
equality  goes  out  the  window.  No  matter 
how  much  or  how  little  political  power  the 
batterer  has  in  compmison  with  her  lover, 
she  immediately  gains  the  upper  hand  in  her 
home  by  battering.  A  battered  lesbian  may 
be  equal  to  her  partner  in  size  or  larger,  and 
she  may  be  more  likely  to  fight  back  than  a 
heterosexual  woman,  but  that  does  not 
make  her  a  batterer:  feminists  don’t  lay  this 
label  on  straight  women  who  defend  them¬ 
selves.  Battering,  by  definition,  can’t  be 
mutual.  Battering  is  not  violence  alone;  it’s 
the  use  of  violence  (including  threats)  to 
maintain  absolute  control  over  your  lover. 
Don’t  count  and  compare  the  bruises  on  two 
women.  Listen  to  their  stories  and  you  will 
begin  to  hear  that  one  woman  is  fearful, 
isolated,  and  gives  ground  to  the  other’s 
needs  and  demands.  Don’t  let  yourself  be  in¬ 
fluenced  by  how  much  you  like  a  particular 
woman  —  a  battered  lesbian  may  have  all 
the  charisma  of  a  squashed  toad.  If  oppres¬ 
sion  hasn’t  made  women  noble,  don’t  ex¬ 
pect  battering  to  make  a  lesbian  appealing. 

The  consequences  of  battering  may  be 
worse  for  lesbians.  I  doubt  we’ll  ever  have 
accurate  statistics  about  lesbian  battering  — 
homophobia  makes  it  impossible  to  get 
good  statistics  about  lesbians  —  but  I  think 
the  numbers  would  be  largely  irrelevant  any¬ 
way.  Our  choice  of  lovers  is  limited.  If 
there’s  even  one  batterer  in  a  small  com¬ 
munity,  we  stand  a  greater  chance  of  getting 
involved  with  her,  and  for  every  batterer, 
there’s  likely  to  be  a  string  of  victims. 

If  she  has  a  job,  a  battered  lesbian  may 
have  more  economic  resources  than  a  house¬ 
wife,  but  a  few  phone  calls  from  her  venge¬ 
ful  lover  can  cost  her  the  job,  her  apartment 
and  any  family  she  has.  If  she’s  in  the  closet, 
she  may  have  to  isolate  herself  from  the  only 
lesbian  she  knows  in  order  to  be  “free.”  If 
she’s  out  (particularly  if  she’s  engaged  in 
political  networking  with  lesbians  in  other 
communities),  all  the  resources  she’s  work¬ 
ed  so  hard  to  build  can  be  used  against  her 
by  a  lesbian  batterer  who  wants  to  find  her. 
A  man  would  have  to  spend  a  lot  of  money 
for  the  detective  services  the  lesbian 
grapevine  provides. 

I  am  writing  this  not  to  depress  or  terrify 
you,  but  to  strip  you  of  your  denial,  because 
I  hope  I  can  help  you  avoid  the  same  ex¬ 
perience.  If  you  do  find  you  are  being  bat¬ 
tered,  it’s  not  your  fault,  and  it  will  get 
worse  if  you  stay.  You  can’t  “cure”  your 
batterer  and  you’re  in  much  worse  trouble 
than  she  is.  The  most  feminist,  loving  thing 
you  can  do  for  both  of  you  is  to  use  the  first 
rule  of  self-defense:  DON’T  BE  THERE. 
Leaving  is  the  only  thing  that  will  stop  the 
abuse,  and  the  batterer  will  not  be  motivated 
to  change  until  battering  stops  working  for 
her.  Don’t  assume  you’re  not  battered 
because  you  haven’t  been  hit  yet,  or  that 
you’re  not  in  serious  danger  because  you 
haven’t  had  to  seek  medical  help  yet.  Any 
battering  relationship  can  end  in  severe  in¬ 
jury  or  death.  It’s  never  too  early  to  ask  for 
help,  and  it’s  not  too  late,  while  you’re  still 


alive. 

If  you  know  someone  who  is  being  abus¬ 
ed,  try  to  get  her  to  read  something  about 
lesbian  battering,  (see  the  resource  list). 
Even  if  she  can’t  switch  off  her  denial  im¬ 
mediately,  the  seeds  of  recognition  may  be 
sown.  Keep  in  touch  with  your  friend  and 
believe  her  stories.  Remember  that  scolding 
will  only  reinforce  the  batterer’s  message: 
“You’re  a  stupid  piece  of  shit.”  Boost  the 
victim’s  self-esteem.  “You  deserve  better 
than  this,”  was  a  friend’s  phrase  that  finally 
got  through  to  me.  Recognize  that  the  bat¬ 
tered  lesbian  may  be  in  increased  danger  and 
pain  when  she  leaves.  She  will  need  con¬ 
tinued  support. 

Ultimately,  it  is  the  task  of  lesbian  com¬ 
munities  to  see  that  lesbian  battering  stops. 
Leaving  saves  individual  lives,  but  it  does 
not  keep  the  abuser  from  battering  her  next 
lover  and  her  next.  We  need  safe  houses  and 
safe  communities.  We  do  enough  hiding  in 
the  straight  world;  what  freedom  do  we  have 
left  if  we  must  also  hide  from  lesbians  who 
beat  us,  who  don’t  believe  we  were  beaten, 
who  defend  the  women  who  beat  us,  who 
think  such  a  thing  could  never  happen  to 
them,  who  automaticallly  pass  on  our 
names,  phone  numbers  and  addresses  to  any 
lesbian  seeking  us,  since  danger  from 
another  woman  does  not  occur  to  them? 
With  friends  like  these,  do  we  need  enemies? 
For  me,  Rita  Mae  Brown’s  proud  descrip¬ 
tion  of  lesbians  as  “an  army  of  lovers”  has 
taken  on  a  chilling  new  meaning. 

The  simple  fact  is,  if  we  don’t  exclude  bat¬ 
tering  from  our  midst,  we  exclude  the  bat¬ 
tered.  If  we  do  not  draw  the  line  that  defines 
woman-loving-woman,  lesbian  or  feminist 
to  exclude  battering,  then  gay  pride  and 
women’s  liberation  are  empty  words.  Please 
note:  I  have  never  said  batterers;  I  said,  ex¬ 
clude  battering.  A  batterer  chooses  to  ex¬ 
clude  herself,  is  she  insists  on  continuing  her 
abusive  behaviors.  No  one  wants  to  see 
every  batterer  cured  worse  than  I  do. 
Remember,  I  risked  my  life  to  try  and  cure 
one.  Eventually  I  faced  the  fact  that  my 
lover  was  not  “crazy”  when  she  battered 
me:  what  I  saw  in  her  eyes  was  pure 
pleasure,  not  the  rage  or  pain  she  claimed 
she  felt.  Battering  is  about  gaining  control, 
not  losing  it.  Equating  battering  with  mental 
or  emotional  illness  insults  lesbians  with 
disabilities,  who  are  no  more  likely  to  be 
violent  than  others.  Besides,  anyone  who  is 
so  impaired  as  to  be  unable  to  recognize  or 
control  violent  impulses  could  not  possibly 
carry  out  the  systematic  activity  necessary  to 
control  another  person’s  life.  Battering  in 
itself  is  entirely  rational  behavior  —  an  effi¬ 
cient  way  to  increase  your  personal  power  at 
the  expense  of  your  victim.  It  can  greatly 
enhance  your  self-esteem  to  be  constantly  ' 
catered  to.  Batter,  and  you  can  get  your  way 
99  percent  of  the  time  in  a  relationship. 
Love,  and  you’ll  have  to  settle  for  half  of 
what  you  want  on  the  average.  To  batter, 
you  only  need  to  turn  off  your  empathy.  In¬ 
tellect  can  rationalize  anything,  but  if  you 
empathize  with  someone’s  pain,  you  cannot 
batter  her. 

Batterers  may  get  a  “high”  from  abusing 
women,  but  it  is  not  equivalent  to  drug  or 


alcohol  addiction.  Substance  abusers  do  at 
least  as  much  harm  to  themselves  as  they  do 
,  to  others.  They  often  continue  using  their 
j  poisons  in  the  face  of  severe  physical 
'  damage  to  themselves,  arrests,  job  loss  and 
the  clear  threat  of  death.  Batterers,  on  the 
other  hand,  rarely  have  anything  bad  hap¬ 
pen  to  them  as  a  result  of  battering.  When 
they  abuse  it  is  not  a  poison;  it’s  the  women 
who  love  them.  If  batterers  suffer  any  ill¬ 
ness,  it’s  a  moral  sickness  that  makes  them 
feel  entitled  to  have  what  they  want  at  any 
cost  —  to  their  partners.  The  fact  that  all  les¬ 
bians  are  oppressed  does  not  explain  why 
some  lesbians  choose  to  batter.  As  in¬ 
dividuals  we  make  our  own  moral  choices 
about  how  to  deal  with  our  oppression  and 
our  feelings  of  rage  and  powerlessness. 

Each  lesbian  must  begin  to  realize  that  she 
herself  could  be  a  batterer’s  victim  and  that 
this  possibility  is  violence  against  her.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  while  battering  exists,  the  lesbian 
community  can  never  be  a  “safe  house”  in¬ 
side  the  patriarchy.  Battering  undermines 
the  revolutionary  potential  of  lesbianism 
and  tolerating  it  invalidates  our  feminist 
politics.  How  can  we  talk  seriously  about 
struggling  against  racism,  classism,  anti- 
Semitism,  homophobia,  etc.  —  all  of  which 
lead  women  to  inflict  damage  on  other 
women  —  when  we  hesitate  to  take  a  firm 
stand  against  women  who  batter  other 
women?  I  think  most  lesbians  would  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  folly  of  extending  our  support 
I  to  lesbian  white  supremacists  (yes.  I’m  sure 
there  are  some).  Yet,  if  we  tolerate  a  lesbian 
who  repeatedly  batters,  in  effect,  every  les¬ 
bian  who  doesn’t  batter  is  put  at  increased 
risk  and  the  only  options  we  have  are  batter¬ 
ing  or  “taking  it”  (which  includes  denying 
it,  excusing  it,  and  ignoring  it). 

Men  have  defined  us  by  our  genitals  and 
what  we  do  with  them,  but  we  cannot  base 
our  ethics,  our  politics,  our  solidarity  on 
such  a  silly  definition.  Women  of  color  and 
Jewish  women  have  been  insisting  on  this 
point  for  years. 

Just  because  the  woman  who  battered  me 
could  be  beaten  by  men  for  daring  to  look 
like  a  dyke,  should  I  be  asked  to  embrace  her 
as  a  sister?  Must  1  sit  back  and  watch  you 
welcome  her  in  our  midst,  demanding  that 
my  pain  take  a  back  seat  to  hers,  because 
hers  was  inflicted  by  a  man?  This  knee-jerk 
feminism  that  says  we  must  succor  every  les¬ 
bian,  no  matter  what,  is  life’s  blood  to  a  bat¬ 
terer.  It’s  the  perfect  martyr  attitude  that 
you  abhor  so  much  in  the  battered  lesbian 
who  stays  and  stays  with  no  apparent  regard 
for  her  own  safety. 

Shunning  is  one  kind  of  social  justice  we 
can  exercise  inside  our  own  communities  on 
our  own  initiative,  but  we  who  have  suffered 
the  bitter  results  of  shunning  by  the  straight 
world  abhor  the  idea.  We  recognize  rightly 
that  we  need  every  lesbian  we  can  get,  but  do 
we  need  any  lesbian  we  can  get?  It’s  not  the 
same  thing,  by  a  long  shot.  In  fact,  we 
already  shun  lesbians  all  the  time  —  those 
who  lack  flash  or  cash  or  skin  privilege  — 
but  this  only  serves  and  enforces  our  in- 
grown  patriarchal  prejudices  and  privileges. 
I  think  this  kind  of  shunning  is  akin  to  our 
refusal  to  take  a  stand  against  batterers:  in 


both  cases  we  are  upholding  the  privileges  of 
the  powerful.  Shunning  does  not  have  to  be 
unjust  or  violent:  It  can  be  an  ethical  refusal 
to  allow  someone  who  has  chosen  to  be  your 
enemy  the  opportunity  to  do  violence. 
Shunning  is  an  extreme  measure,  something 
we  should  never  do  lightly.  However,  if  ask¬ 
ing  a  woman  to  leave  a  concert  seems  harsh, 
we  should  remember  the  kinds  of  penalties 
we  advocate  for  men  who  batter.  Do  we 
value  the  safety  and  lives  of  lesbians  less 
than  those  of  straight  women? 

Will  hatred  of  us  increase  if  straights  hear 
us  acknowledge  that  some  lesbians  batter? 

Continued  on  page  12 


RESOURCE  LIST 


Lesbian  Task  Force,  c/o  National  Coalition 
Against  Domestic  Violence,  P.O.  Box 
15127,  Washington,  DC  20003-1027. 

NCADV Hotline:  1-800-333-SAFE;  call  for 
information  about  lesbian  battering  and 
about  resources  for  battered  lesbians  in  your 
area. 

Naming  the  Violence:  Speaking  Out  About 
Lesbian  Battering.  Kerry  Lobel  (ed.).  Seal 
Press,  Seattle,  WA,  1986. 

Getting  Free:  A  Handbook  For  Women  in 
Abusive  Relationships.  Ginny  NiCarthy, 
Seal  Press,  Seattle,  WA,  1985.  The  first  edi¬ 
tion  of  this  book  was  a  great  help  to  me.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  chapter  on  lesbian  batter 
ing  in  the  second  edition  is  full  of  myths 
about  mutual  battering  and  this  misinfor¬ 
mation  could  be  dangerous  to  any  lesbian 
currently  in  a  battering  situation. 

Matrix  Women’s  Newsmagazine,  Vol.  13, 
No.  10,  Feb.  1988  (issue  on  lesbian  batter¬ 
ing).  303  Portrero,  Suite  29-101,  Santa 
Cruz,  CA  95060. 

Organizations  in  Massachusetts  that  have 
support  groups  for  battered  lesbians,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  providing  emergency  assistance: 

F.I.N.E.X.  House  (Dorchester) 
617/288-1054  v/tty 

Transition  House  (Cambridge) 
617/661-7203  v/tty 

Help  for  Abused  Women  and  Their 
Children  (Salem)  508/744-6841  v/tty 

Daybreak  (Worcester)  508/755-9030 

Necessities/Necessidades  (Northampton) 
413/586-5066. 

For  more  information,  write  Mass.  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Battered  Women  Service  Groups,  20 
East  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  □ 


LESBIAN  BATTERING 


Amy  Edging! on  is  white,  disabled,  a  poet 
and  collage  artist  living  in  the  South. 


OBITUARIES 


Geoff  Mains 

Geoff  Mains  recently  died  from  AIDS.  It 
was  a  useless  death,  but  not  a  wasted  life.  He 
was  a  contributing  member  of  society,  a 
giver,  a  person  who  should  have  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  continue  serving,  but  that  op¬ 
portunity  was  not  to  be  his. 

He  was  an  environmentalist,  with  a  Ph.D. 
to  prove  it;  he  was  a  writer  with  three  books 
to  his  credit.  Knights  Press  had  the  privilege 
to  publish  the  last  one.  Gentle  Warriors. 
One  thing  that  kept  Geoff  fighting  his 
disease  these  last  few  weeks  was  the  desire  to 
see  this  book  in  print,  and  know  that  his 
ideas,  beliefs  and  philosophies  would  live 
after  him.  Twenty-four  hours  before  he  lost 
conciousness  for  the  final  time,  his  copy  ar¬ 
rived  and  he  knew  the  pride  of  ac¬ 
complishing  what  he  had  set  out  to  do. 

Geoff,  himself,  was  one  of  those  gentle 
warriors,  part  of  the  leather  community  in 
San  Francisco.  He  was  a  warrior  to  the  end, 
fighting  for  his  beliefs.  And  just  what  was  it 
this  warrior  believed  it?  Love,  for  one  thing. 
The  touching,  caring  kind  of  love  that 
everyone  needs.  And  men  being  men  — 
masculine,  tough,  funny,  all  the  things  a 
man,  a  human  being,  can  be.  He  believed  in 
natural  beauty,  undisturbed  as  it  grew,  full 
of  jagged  mountains,  giant  trees,  white 
water  and  layers  of  ancient  rock. 

He  believed  in  a  good,  cold  beer,  a  happy 
chat  with  friends,  a  smooth  ride  on  his 
motorcycle,  and  a  quick  bear-hug  from 
someone  he’d  just  met.  He  looked  forward  to 
his  work  and  his  fun  —  big  pleasures,  like 
camping,  and  small  pleasures,  like  reading. 
He  hurt  when  the  AIDS  nightmare  spread, 
whether  to  friends,  casual  acquaintances  or 
names  on  a  list.  He  hurt  when  he  knew  that 
he  would  follow  them.  He  battled  for  his 
beliefs.  He  fought  against  homophobia,  for 
honest  politics,  and  to  preserve  the  environ¬ 
ment.  And  he  battled  to  live.  He  didn’t  win 
all  those  battles,  but  he  kept  on  fighting. 

Geoff  didn’t  give  in.  He  wanted  to  see  his 
book;  he  refused  to  stay  in  a  hospital  if  he 
could  come  home;  he  worked  part-time 
when  full-time  wasn’t  possible.  He  didn’t 
give  up.  This  warrior  was  conquered  by  an 
enemy  who  had  all  the  odds.  It  was  an  unfair 
battle,  but  it  always  is  with  AIDS. 

I  never  met  Geoff  personally.  I  talked  to 
him  by  phone  and  knew  him  through  his 
writing.  His  friends  said  when  he  finally  held 
Gentle  Warriors  in  his  hands,  he  was  happy 
with  it,  the  people  he  had  written  about,  the 
philosophies  he  had  entwined  in  it.  It  was 
another  one  of  the  good  things  he  ac¬ 
complished  in  his  life. 

Geoff  Mains  fought  to  the  last  day 
because  he  was  one  of  the  warriors;  a  loving, 
caring,  gentle  warrior. 

□  Elizabeth  G.  Gershman 

Sam  Edwards,  1941-1989 

Famed  deaf  dancer,  actor  and  storyteller 
Sam  Edwards  died  in  New  York  City  after  a 
valiant  two-year  battle  against  AIDS.  He 
was  47. 

Born  in  Roanoke,  Va.,  Samuel  Eugene 
Edwards  was  educated  at  the  Virginia 
School  for  the  Deaf.  After  graduating  from 
Gallaudet  University  in  1965  with  a  degree  in 
Library  Science,  Sam  became  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  the  cultural  arts  of  the  metropoli¬ 
tan  Washington,  D.C.  area  as  an  actor  and 
dancer  —  especially  with  the  Hughes 
Memorial  Theatre  (HMT).  While  Sam  pur¬ 
sued  the  arts,  he  continued  his  education  at 
Catholic  University,  earning  a  Master’s  in 
Library  Science. 

After  his  move  to  New  York  City  in  1973, 
Sam,  with  the  help  of  scholarships,  studied 
various  forms  of  dance  with  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Dance  Theatre,  Louis-Nikolais  Dance 
Theatre  Lab,  Dance  Theatre  Workshop, 
Martha  Graham  Center  of  Contemporary 
Dance,  and  Alvin  Ailey  American  Dance 
Center.  In  addition  to  Off-Broadway  pro¬ 
ductions,  he  appeared  in  many  dance  pro¬ 
ductions  with  Joyce  Trisler  Danscompany, 
National  Dance  Institute,  and  the  American 
Dance  Festival.  He  toured  with  the  National 
Theatre  of  the  Deaf  (NTD),  Interim  Theatre 
Company  of  London,  St.  Louis  Deaf 
Theatre,  and  was  a  long-standing  board 
member  of  New  York  Deaf  Theatre,  Ltd. 
(NYDT). 

Sam  was  seen  in  an  award-winning  TV 
production  of  He  Makes  Me  Feel  Like  Dan¬ 
cin’  with  Jacques  d’Amboise  (PBS);  and 
was  with  Meryl  Streep  in  Omnibus  (ABC). 
He  also  appeared  as  an  extra  in  the  MGM 
film  Voices  (1979),  and  most  recently  in  The 
Equalizer  (CBS).  Besides  dancing,  acting 
and  storytelling,  Sam  found  time  to  teach 


ASL  classes,  promote  deaf  culture,  and  ad¬ 
vocate  for  deaf  rights  in  the  entertainment 
industry. 

Sam’s  rendition  of  Lewis  Carroll’s  Jab- 
berwocky  in  ASL  is  hailed  as  the  finest  of  his 
career.  His  last  Jabberwocky  stage  perfor¬ 
mance  was  seen  during  the  1988  National 
Association  of  the  Deaf  (NAD)  Convention 
in  Charleston,  S.C.  last  July.  Despite  his 
failing  health,  he  continued  working  with 
actress  Candace  Brecker  for  “HandJive,”  a 
presentation  of  stories  and  poems  in  ASL 
accompanied  by  vocal  narration  —  blending 
dance,  mime,  poetry,  theater  and  nonverbal 
communication. 

What  Rock  Hudson  was  to  AIDS,  Sam 
was  to  Deaf  AIDS.  As  Hudson’s  illness 
brought  AIDS  awareness  to  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  the  world  over,  Sam  was  very  open  about 
his  own  illness  and  brought  it  out  in  the  deaf 
community  with  candor.  He  was  the  subject 
of  a  special  segment  called  “Living  With 
AIDS’’  that  was  nationally-televised  on 
Deaf  Mosaic.  During  his  time  of  recovery, 
Sam  travelled  around  the  country  to  lecture 
about  his  experience  of  living  with  AIDS. 

People  will  remember  best  Sam’s  con¬ 
tinuous  dancing  into  the  wee  hours  —  his 
greatest  pleasure  —  at  many  popular  night¬ 
clubs  and  disco  bars,  especially  The  Saint 
with  his  long-time  friend  Jack  Fennel. 
Numerous  publications,  like  Disco  Dancing 
Tonight:  Clubs,  Dances,  Fashion  tfe  Music 
(Octopus  Books,  Ltd.,  1979),  featured 
photographs  of  Sam  dancing  to  “music 
without  sound.” 

Sam  often  wore  a  navy-blue  T-shirt  with  a 
message  he  sewed  in  rhinestones:  “YESI- 
AMDEAF.  ”  Wearing  his  trademark  rain- 
how-style  skull  cap,  a  personalized  “SAM” 
belt,  and  a  pair  of  colorful  Keds,  he  was  an 
illustrious  figure  on  the  disco  scene  for 
many  years  until  his  illness  two  years  ago 
weakened  his  legs.  Nevertheless,  the  lanky, 
fire-red-mustachioed  guy  continue  to 
“dance”  his  head  from  his  bed  until  his 
death. 

Surviving  him  are  his  companion  Joy 
Kahn  of  New  York  City,  his  brother  Ricky 
of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  a  great  number  of 
very  close  friends  and  colleagues  near  and 
far  away. 

Nearly  200  people  jammed  the  memorial 
service  for  Sam  Edwards  on  June  10  at  Man¬ 
hattan  Theatre  Club  in  New  York.  Another 
service  is  being  planned  in  Washington, 
D.C.  in  the  very  near  future. 

Donations  in  memory  of  Sam  Edwards 
can  be  made  to  New  York  Deaf  Theatre, 
Ltd.,  P.O.  Box  1560,  Old  Chelsea  Station, 
New  York,  NY  10011. 

(Reprinted  with  permission  of  Silent 
News.J 

GCN  encourages  anyone  who  would  like  to  sub¬ 
mit  obituaries  for  publication  to  do  so.  We  ask 
that  obituaries  be  typed,  double-spaced,  and 
limited  to  500  words,  if  possible.  Include  a 
photograph,  if  available.  We  offer  writing 
assistance  upon  request.  Contact  the  News  depart¬ 
ment  if  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like  to 
make  a  submission. 
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An  amendment  offered  by  Paul  Cellucci 
(R-Hudson)  stating  that  the  gay  rights  bill 
does  not  include  affirmative  action  provi¬ 
sions  also  passed  the  Senate. 

Tax  debate  helps  bill  pass 

Only  one  week  before  the  Senate  vote, 
leading  bill  supporter  Michael  Barrett 
(D-Cambridge)  had  failed  by  one  vote  to 
win  support  for  an  unusual  “cloture”  vote, 
which  would  have  cut  off  debate  on  the 
rights  bill  and  force  a  vote  after  a  specified 
period. 

But  in  the  heat  of  the  state’s  tax  debate  — 
with  legislators  and  Dukakis  attempting  to 
address  a  significant  budget  deficit  and  lag¬ 
ging  state  Medicaid  payments  by  proposing 
tax  increases  —  a  parliamentary  procedure 
introduced  to  streamline  the  tax  debate  ac¬ 
tually  helped  the  gay  rights  bill.  Bill  sup¬ 
porters  witnessed  the  unusual  circumstance 
of  parliamentary  maneuvering  moving  the 
bill  closer  to  passage. 

By  suspending  Senate  rule  31,  amend¬ 
ments  to  all  bills  could  be  considered  im¬ 
mediately,  rather  than  having  to  wait  for  the 
usual  24-hour  delay  for  each  amendment  of¬ 
fered.  Barrett  said,  “If  they’ve  created  a 
chink  in  the  rules,  we  intend  to  drive  our  lit¬ 
tle  civil  rights  machine  right  through  it.”n 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DOS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DOS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

^  Ccdl  us  for  an  estimate 

1  at  524-6822 

CildtlUC  Monday  through  Friday, 

O  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  02130 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resuiting  from  occupationai 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Southern  Jamaica  Plain 


affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology 

•  Podiatry 

•  Pediatrics 

•  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 


Evenings  hours,  convenient  to  public 
transportation 

Sliding  scale  avail.,  all  health 
insurance  accepted 
Spanish  spoken 
687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
522-5900 


DAVID  L. 

CL.U. 

ln%uran€B 
for  alt  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


The  World  Seems 
So  Dangerous 

that  you’re  afraid  to  leave 
home.  \bu  panic  in  crowds 
and  strange  places.  The 
anxiety  is  so  bad  that  you 
would  do  anything  to 
avoid  it. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 
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CUSTOM 

V _ _ 

SIGNS 

\^^^R.'cyc[f  sctiooi.  im 

•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

Jean  Vallon 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

617-522-3573 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 

CONNUNITY-n 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston.  MA02MS 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOtlSTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9S97 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
322  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
6I7«67-0900 

SPOFFORD  HAU 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03962 
(603)  363-9595 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILUAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
69  South  Street 
jamaia  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  M A  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  953 
South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-S3I0 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Politial  Struggle. 
South  Africa.  Central  Ameria. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  S22-I969 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02193 
628-9597 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02179 
(617)  69I-2SI0 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
95  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8589 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02196 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbu 
Upper  and  Lower  Cape  Cod 
29  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  S08/295-6390 
Excellenc  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  3S9-I706 


COUNSEUNG 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  MaUson.  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  975-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
297-9861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  Sl  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02196 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC, 

I86'/2  Hampshire  St 
Ombridge.  MA  02139 
876-9988 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston.  MA  02119 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  &  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  991-0968 

Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

290A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02199 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  937-9693 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0298 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8938 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
369-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9089 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  dectrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
997-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St 
Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-9289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  108 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates 
Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medial  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Resarch, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  936-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon,  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 
MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecologial  are 
1993  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  998-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
192  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  297-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  are  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL  INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Loal  and  international 
information  on  health,  bars, 
and  events. 

Call  IIPM-2AM,  (215)  639-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  Ma.  02118 
(617)  937-9900 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L,  COaiNS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU" 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
291  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  M A  02196 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
90  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01890 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

991-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 


MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced, 
delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  Delivery/ 
references.  Call  Mary  277-8087. 


MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  X  298 
M-Sat..  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  So. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
2368365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
99  Green  St 

Jamaia  Plain.  MA  02130 
529-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokeage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaia  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  1 1 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8899 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St,,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7669 

St.  Paul's  Vtetem  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5799 
Mass  every  Sun.  S:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Comm. 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  Ham 
Service  -  995-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  S  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop. 

REMODEUNG 

GARRISON  CONSTRUCTION 

Rooling-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  &  windows 
Interior  &  exterior  painting 
Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free  estimate  all  Tom 
(617)  595-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaia  PI..  MA  02130 
529-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
982-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  905 
Rockport.  MA  01966 
508/596-7252 


WOMEN’S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  lor 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  997-7200 

Th  9pm-2am,  F  9pm-2am,  Sat 
9pm-2am 
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Many  of  them  already  think  we  are  or  want 
to  be  just  like  men  (and,  therefore,  violent). 
These  people  will  always  twist  the  facts. 
Surely  we  have  learned  by  now  that  pushing 
multiply  oppressed  women  and  their  issues 
into  the  closet  does  not  defuse  homophobia 
or  promote  “unity.”  Will  women  be  more 
afraid  to  come  out  if  they  know  they  stand  a 
chance  of  being  battered  in  a  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionship?  Maybe  not,  if  we  prove  that  we 
refuse  to  tolerate  abuse  against  women.  At 
any  rate,  lies  can  never  make  it  safe  for 
women  to  come  out. 

Do  I  know  how  to  cure  a  batterer?  I  wish  I 
did,  but  nothing  1  tried  worked  very  well. 
Nevertheless,  I  think  that  some  batterers 
who  want  to  stop,  will.  They  can  always 
forego  intimate  relationships  until  they  are 
able  to  change;  that  way,  they  will  at  least 
stop  hurting  others.  I  have  my  doubts  that 
all  batterers  will  ever  want  to  settle  for  fifty 
percent  in  relationships  as  long  as  they  think 
they  can  get  by  with  taking  much  more. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  think  I  do  know  how 
to  stop  battering.  Battering  will  no  longer 
work  when  the  rest  of  us  recognize  the  signs 
of  battering  and  the  need  to  leave,  and  when 
we  know  other  lesbians  will  believe  and  de¬ 
fend  us.  Once  we  begin  to  name  the  vio¬ 
lence,  we  will  also  be  naming  the  batterers 
and  that  is  an  important  step:  part  of  a  bat¬ 
terer’s  ability  to  repeatedly  victimize  women 
in  close  communities  depends  on  our 
silence.  We  must  hold  batterers  responsible 
for  their  actions:  not  their  victims  and  not 
just  the  patriarchy,  which  clearly  benefits 
from  the  battering  of  any  woman.  If  we  con¬ 
tend  that  a  woman  cannot  batter  or  that  it’s 
not  really  her  fault  when  she  batters,  then  we 
are  claming  that  our  oppressors  have  strip¬ 
ped  us  of  the  capacity  to  make  ethical 
choices. 

When  the  batterer  sees  she  no  longer  has 
easy  access  to  friends,  lovers.  Influence  and 
esteem  among  lesbians,  she  may  have  her 
first  reason  to  want  to  stop  battering.  The 
consequences  of  her  behavior  will  have 
become  serious  for  her.  Even  if  the  batterer 
stops  her  physical  and  verbal  abuse  and 
takes  full  responsibility  of  the  damage  she 
has  caused,  we  must  not  ask  her  victim(s)  to 
tolerate  her  presence.  We  would  not  ask  a 
woman  to  sit  in  a  room  with  her  male  tor¬ 
turer  or  rapist  just  because  “He’s  not  doing 
anything  now.”  The  batterer  may  suffer 
permanent  consequences  for  her  behavior, 
just  as  the  victim  may  have  life-long 
damage.  The  batterer  may  need  to  leave 
town  to  give  her  victim  peace  (at  present,  it’s 
usually  the  victim  who  leaves  instead). 
However,  if  her  reputation  doesn’t  follow 
her,  she  may  find  it  easy  to  resort  to  batter¬ 
ing  in  new  territory.  Ideally,  lesbian  bat¬ 
terers  who  sincerely  repudiate  their 
abusiveness,  should  identify  themselves  to 
other  lesbians  as  former  batterers  and 
organize  efforts  to  help  other  batterers 
change. 

Of  course,  there  is  a  danger  that  women 
who  are  actually  victims  might  be  branded 
as  batterers.  That’s  why  we  need  to  be  very 
clear  about  what  battering  is.  In  the  process, 
we  will  have  to  define  for  ourselves  what  the 
words  “lesbian”  and  “lover”  mean.  I  firm¬ 
ly  believe  we  will  all  be  better  off  if  we  make 
it  clear  that  a  vagina  is  not  a  license  to  do  as 
you  please  to  those  with  similar  parts. 

Are  we  really  so  afraid  of  damaging  a  les¬ 
bian’s  reputation  that  we  would  risk  livesjo^ 


avoid  the  possibilty  of  it?  1  find  that  hard  to  J 
believe  after  years  of  living  with  the  un¬ 
founded  rumors  that  seem  as  pervasive  and 
toxic  as  smog  in  our  little  groups.  I  think  we  | 
refuse  to  point  the  finger  and  say  “batterer” 
because  we  are  afraid  of  lesbians  who  bat¬ 
ter.  We’re  afraid  if  we  name  their  violence,  i 
they’ll  attack  us.  Batterers  feed  on  this  fear;  ( 
they  control  all  lesbians  with  this  fear. 
That’s  why  none  of  us  can  continue  to  toler-  j 
ate  battering  in  our  midst. 


Marines 


Continued  from  page  1 

Others  familiar  with  military  policy  say 
the  publicity  generated  by  Meade’s  case  sur¬ 
prised  the  Marines  and  may  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  Review  Board’s  reversal. ' 
Vicky  Almquist,  Director  of  the  Women  j 
and  the  Military  Project  of  the  Women’s 
Equity  Action  League,  said  she  thought  a  | 
decision  to  uphold  the  discharge  recommen¬ 
dation  “would  have  made  the  Marine  Corps  I 
look  really  mean”  and  could  have  resulted 
in  heightened  public  scrutiny  of  military  | 
policies  and  investigational  tactics. 

Almquist  said  Meade’s  testimony  this  spr- 1 
ing  before  the  Defense  Advisory  Committee  ! 
on  Women  in  the  Service  (DACOWITS)  I 
had  generated  support  for  her  among  many 
of  its  members  who  thought  she  was  being 
treated  unjustly.  The  testimony  by  Meade  I 
and  other  female  service  members  led  the 
Department  of  Defense  panel  to 
acknowledge  for  the  first  time  that  lesbian 
baiting  of  women  in  the  military  is  a  form  of 
sexual  harassment  (see  GCN,  May  21, 
1989.)  Almquist  said  the  finding  of  the 
DACOWITS  panel  helped  create  an  at¬ 
mosphere  in  which  Meade’s  dismissal  would 
have  had  political  consequences  for  the 
Marines. 

Almquist  said  she  didn’t  think  the  deci¬ 
sion  in  the  Meade  case  could  be  interpreted  I 
as  a  sign  of  cooling  in  the  military’s  recent 
attempts  to  purge  lesbians  from  its  ranks.  | 
“There’s  an  enormous  distinction  between 
Meade’s  case  and  the  women  at  Parris 
Island.  Those  women  were  investigated  in 
relation  to  their  behavior  in  the  military. 
The  Meade  investigation  is  seen  as  a  com¬ 
pletely  separate  case,”  she  said. 

When  asked  whether  the  Review  Board’s 
decision  could  be  interpreted  as  a  sign  that 
Marine  officers  can  associate  with  lesbian  or 
gay  civilians.  Marine  spokesperson  Maj. 
Ron  Stokes  said  “Each  Board  looks  at  each 
case  on  its  own  merit.  The  Review  Board 
decided  to  retain  Capt.  Meade  on  active 
duty.  You  can’t  read  any  more  into  it  than 
that.”  , 

When  contacted  by  GCN,  Meade  said  she 
had  been  congratulated  “by  many  of  the 
troops  and  people  ...  I  don’t  even  know  call¬ 
ing  me  up  and  inviting  me  to  dinner.  But  no 
officers  have  contacted  me.  I  have  not  of¬ 
ficially  been  told  anything.”  She  said  she  | 
learned  about  the  Review  Board’s  decision 
through  the  press.  Meade  said  she  is  certain 
she  will  be  transferred  to  another  base,  but  j 
she  is  not  sure  where. 

“Even  though  I’ve  been  vindicated,  it’s  | 
still  taken  its  toll  on  me,”  Meade  said.  “I 
keep  telling  myself,  ‘Hey,  I’m  back  in,  let’s  I 
start  over  and  put  this  behind  me,’  but  that’s || 
hard  to  do.”  Asked  whether  she  thought  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  the  military  ought  to| 
be  able  to  be  open  about  their  sexuality! 
without  fearing  military  prosecution,! 
Meade  declined  to  comment  because  of  her! 
status  as  a  person  in  the  military.  □ 


Become  a  GCN  Sustainer! 

GCN  is  a  vital  part  of  our  community  and  needs  help  to  sustain  its 
growth.  Join  the  more  than  140  readers  who  contribute  on  a 
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PROVINCETOWN 


Luxury  Living  on  the  Dunes 


Introducing  Cape  Tip  Estates, 
created  exclusively  for  those  who  value 
their  privacy  above  all... 

Each  luxury  townhouse  is  nestled  on 
one  of  the  highest  sand  dunes  in 
Provincetown,  offering  a  panoramic 
view  of  the  ocean  and  Boston  skyline. 

Limited  to  just  21  units,  each 
townhouse  contains  over  2800  sq.  ft.  of 
total  living  area  including  living  room, 
large  dining  room,  two  generous 
bedrooms  and  two  and  one  half  baths. 

The  striking  contemporary  design 
features  three  levels  front  to  back,  each 
with  its  own  deck.  Proposed  year  round 
enclosed  swimming  pool  and  exercise 
room.  An  expansive  roof  top  deck  with 
Jacuzzi  overlooks  Cape  Cod  Bay. 

Other  amenities  include  your  own 
washer,  dryer  and  garage  under. 


CAPE  TIP  ESTATES 


From  $73,900  quadra-share  ownership 
(not  only  do  you  own  time  but  you  also  own  real  estate)\ 

Furnished  model  open  daily  10-5  or  by  appointment 


Full  ownership  available 
Financing  available 


Call  (508)  487-0027 
or  (617)  471-1797 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  ^xes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ p 

Healthy,  retired  GWM,  71,  looking  for  non-prisoner  let¬ 
ters.  Sober,  intelligent,  honest.  All  answer^,  relation¬ 
ship  desired.  You  be  drug  free,  honest,  clean.  Box 
20538,  Montgomery,  Al  36120. _ g) 

WARREN 

Only  a  dippy  queen  like  me  could  forget  someone  as 
“big”  and  important  as  you.  You  sexy  thing.  Having 
you  as  part  of  my  “audience”  just  so  distracted  me.  Can 
you  forgive? _ 

Smiths  fan  desperately  seeking  others  who  love  Smiths 
and  Morrisey  for  info  on  fan  clubs,  fanzines,  more. 
Please  write  P.O.  Box  8182,  Inglewood,  CA  90308.  (2) 

GWM,  44,  150,  5’8”,  seeks  non-promiscuous,  GM  (18 
to  45)  for  monogamous  (AIDS-free)  friendship/rela¬ 
tionship.  Pis  send  phone  #,  photo,  descriptive  letter  to; 
P.O.B.22I,  Dorchester,  MA 02122-0221. _ y) 

ROSE 

So  sorry  I  stepped  on  you  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 
You  know  how  it  is  —  a  night  with  your  Dad  (or  is  it 
your  brother)  makes  me  want  to  forget  how  to  walk.  But 
you’ll  always  be  the  sexiest  dog  in  Ipswich. _ P) 

In  Boston  for  summer;  comely,  personable,  informed, 
loquacious.  New  Mexican,  Gay  Male,  42,  professional 
photographer.  Interests;  Language,  travel,  scuba,  film. 
Seeking  new  friends  and  community.  Michael,  GCN 
Box  359. _ ^) 

TIRED  OF  BEING  BUTCH? 

Well  this  GM  is  tired  of  being  femme.  I’ll  put  you  in 
heels  and  chase  you  around  the  house.  If  I  catch  you...? 
Send  descriptive  letter,  with  shoe  size,  to  GCN  Box  357. 
_ (2) 

CAN  YOU  HANDLE  US?  (4th  IN  A  SERIES) 

2  charming  and  discreet  fellows,  enjoy  country  walks, 
strolling  along  sand  dunes,  quiet  nights  by  the  fire, 
foreign  films,  chocolate  and  strawberries,  fat  leather 
harnesses,  piss,  and  watching  somebody  get  fisted.  Et 
vous?  GCN  Box  358,  nasty  photos  a  plus. _ U) 

WRITE  ME  NOW... 

if  you’re  a  dyke  who’s  muscle-bound  and  lonely,  have 
nowhere  to  go  on  Saturday  nights,  and  like  femme  tops 
and  smut,  then  you’re  for  me  (or  maybe  I’ve  already  had 
you).  Write  GCN  Box  363 _ C) 

NIPPLES  DISCUSSION  GROUP 
I  still  say  mine  are  the  most  sensitive  and  the  most 
pleasure-giving.  Whatever  Weenie  Jesus,  Dildo  Mary, 
Momma  Moses,  or  Venus  Virgin  say,  Adam  Asshole  has 
scored  the  most  points  this  past  year.  And  as  the  umpire 
of  this  little  game,  I  hereby  announce  that  no  more 
points  will  be  scored  in  Mass.  —  the  game  shifts  to 
Penn,  starting  in  Sept. _ ^) 

S.W.H.,  jr. 

Please  don’t  feed  me  bean  tacos  at  9pm  ever  again. 
Love,  your  gassy  honey. _ Q) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4^9. _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BASSEG  lyishes  to  announce  the  cancellation  of  the 
SISTREN  tour  of  New  England  in  October  of  1989.  We  wish 
to  thank  Boston  Women’s  Fund,  Resist,  tlve  Boston  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ministry  in  Higher  Education,  the  Multicultural  Project 
and  tfie  laiger  community  of  women  who  supported 
BASSEG’s  vision. _ ^) 

Volunteer  sought  to  work  with  GCN’s  Promotions  Coor¬ 
dinator  in  position  of  Microfilm  Promoter.  Principal  duties  in¬ 
clude  answering  inquiries,  filling  orders  and  preparing  bills. 
Call  Marcos  at  426-4469. _ 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ (») 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writirtg  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 


HELP  WANTED 


Fifteen  hours  work/week  in  exchange  for  board  and  fur¬ 
nished  room  in  sunny  Brighton  Victorian  house.  Les¬ 
bian  professional  couple  seeks  help  with  house,  errands, 
year-old  child.  Flexible  hours  including  early  mornings. 
Start  September  first.  254-5929. _ ^) 

CHALLENGING  )OB  OPPORTUNITY 
Experienced,  highly-organized  SECRETARY  needed 
for  busy  and  varied  law  practice  downtown.  Maturity 
and  sense  of  humor  appreciated.  Start  August  7.  Please 
send  resume  ASAP  to;  Katherine  Triantafillou,  14 
Beacon  Street,  Suite  814,  Boston,  MA  02108. _ G) 

MAJOR  DONOR  FUNDRAISER 

Progressive  foundation  seeks  experienced  major  donor 
fundraiser  for  planned  giving,  endowment  and  major 
donor  campaigns.  Travel  necessary.  Familiarity  with 
peace  and  social  justice  issues  helpful.  $21 ,0(X),  generous 
benefits.  Send  cover  letter,  resume,  three  references  by 
August  15  to  PDF,  PO  Box  270,  Amherst,  MA  01004. 
AA/EOE.  _ (3) 

PUBLIC  INFORMATION  DIRECTOR,  NATIONAL 
GAY  &  LESBIAN  TASK  FORCE;  Experienced  public 
relations  professional  sought  to  coordinate  communica¬ 
tions  for  leading  gay  political  group.  Excellent  writing, 
editing,  verbal  skills,  television  and  radio  communica¬ 
tion  skills,  familiarity  with  gay/lesbian  political  issues, 
mainstream  and  gay  media  required.  Experience  in  jour¬ 
nalism,  direct  mail  marketing,  promotions,  computer 
literacy,  willingness  to  travel  extremely  helpful.  Salary 
negotiable,  excellent  benefits.  Resumes  by  August  3; 
PID  Search,  NGLTF,  1517  U  Street  NW,  Washington, 
DC20(X)9. _ G) 

UVE-IN  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  neccessary  but  must  have  a  drivers  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets 
$215/wk  plus  free  rent.  Weekdays  4:30-9;30  gets 
$187/wk.  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ G) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 

Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


Gay  G)mmunity  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  wntinj  on  i  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35t  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25t 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x__ 


Hy  category  b: 

□  PERSONALS  a  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $  _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 
Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ . 

□  31  -f-  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $- 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ . 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US;  $33 .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
U$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  X  $15  $- 


•Deadline:  Tuesda]?  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


HELP  WANTED 


MANAGER  -  IMMEDIATE  FULL-TIME 

Weekdays:  Staff  management,  client  interaction, 
marketing,  budgeting,  administrative.  Excellent  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills;  attention  to  detail;  driver’s  license;  1-2 
year  commitment.  Unlimited  growth.  Cambridge. 
$18-25,000.  (617)492-8844. _ (5) 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

’"Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

■"Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
■"Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
provides  a  broad  range  of  medical 
and  mental  health  services  to 
residents  of  the  Fenway  and 
Metropolitan  Boston,  and  to 
members  of  the  New  England  gay 
and  lesbian  community. 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

REGISTERED  NURSE 

F.T.  position  for  energetic  RN  to  work  with 
Research  Team  on  recruitment  and  follow-up  of 
cohort  of  200  Black,  Latino,  and  Asian  men  at 
risk  for  HIV  infection.  Work  involves  physical 
exams,  blood  drawing,  data  collection,  may 
include  some  work  at  other  community  health 
centers.  Good  communication,  organizational 
skills  and  ability  to  work  well  with  team 
required.  Nursing  experience  and  familiarity 
with  gay  and  bisexual  issues  in  Black,  Latino, 
and  Asian  communities  strongly  preferred. 

RECRUITER/INTERVIEWER 

F.T.  position  to  recruit  and  interview  Black, 
Latino  and  Asian  men  to  participate  in  research 
study.  Work  involves  recruitment  by  personal 
contact,  public  speaking,  and  development  of 
brochures.  May  involve  outreach  at  other 
community  health  centers.  Must  have  good 
interviewing  skills  and  be  comfortable  talking 
about  sexual  practices  and  HIV  infection. 
Experience  preferred  but  will  train.  Familiarity 
with  gay  and  bisexual  issues  in  Black,  Latino, 
and  Asian  communities  strongly  preferred. 

LABORATORY  ASSISTANT 

F,T„  position  includes  phlebotomy,  specimen 
preparation,  and  recordkeeping  in  active  clinic 
lab.  Lab  experience  preferred,  must  be 
personable. 

MEDICAL  SOCIAL  WORKER 

Full  time  position  to  provide  education  and 
resource  referral  skills  to  medical  patients  with 
HIV  infection.  Must  have  counseling  and 
concrete  service  skills. 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
COORDINATOR 

F.T.  position  to  supervise  substance  abuse  pro¬ 
grams.  Masters  degree,  supervisory  experience 
2  years,  and  direct  service  5  years  in  substance 
abuse  required. 

CLEANING  AND 
MAINTENANCE 

F.T.  position  for  motivated  neatnik.  Help  keep 
the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  clean 
and  beautiful. 

Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02115 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


LEGISUTIVE  DIRECTORJNEW  YORK  STATE 

The  Student  Association  of  the  State  University  of  New 
York  (SASU)  is  a  statewide,  student -run,  student  union 
with  a  20  year  history  of  victories  and  empowerment. 

SASU  builds  effective  grassroots  campaigns  around 
low  tuition,  financial  aid,  recruitment  and  retention  of 
students  of  color,  womyns  safety,  electoral  reform  and 
student  tenants  rights. 

Duties;  Lobby  the  NYS  Legislature,  Governor’s  Of¬ 
fice,  and  other  higher  education  agencies.  Track  legisla¬ 
tion.  Research  and  write  testimony,  and  coordinate  in¬ 
terns. 

Requirements:  Knowledge  of  the  legislative  process, 
writing  and  speaking  skills  essential,  and  support  the 
concept  of  low  cost  quality  public  higher  education. 

Salary:  $13,0(X)/year,  travel  reimbursed;  excellent 
health  benefits,  paid  holidays  and  vacations,  proven 
training  program,  broad  opportunities  for  coalition  in¬ 
volvement. 

To  apply:  Send  resume  to  SASU  Search  committee, 
c/o  SASU,  300  Lark  Street,  Albany,  N.Y.,  12210. 
Deadline  July  29,  1989. 

SASU  is  an  equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  action 
employer.  Womyn,  people  of  color,  openly  gay/les- 
bian/bisexual  people  are  encouraged  to  apply.  (2) 


ROOMMATE  WANTE 


s 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  NATIONAL  GAY 
&  LESBIAN  TASK  FORCE;  Experienced  fundraiser 
sought  to  manage  multi-faceted  development  program 
of  leading  gay  political  group.  Fundraising  experience 
with  non-profit  groups,  major  donor  programs,  direct 
mail  programs,  membership  organizations  and  will¬ 
ingness  to  travel  required.  Foundation,  grantswriting 
and  events  production  experience,  marketing  savvy, 
working  knowledge  of  gay  community,  creativity  and  in¬ 
itiative  also  critical.  Salary  negotiable,  excellent  benefits. 
Resumes;  DD  Search,  NGLTF,  1517  U  Street  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ G) 

CAMPUS  ORGANIZERSfNEW  YORK  STATE 
The  Student  Association  of  the  State  University  of  New 
York  (SASU)  is  a  statewide,  student-run,  student  union 
with  a  20  year  history  of  victories  and  empowerment. 

SASU  builds  effective  grassroots  campaigns  around 
low  tuition,  financial  aid,  recruitment  and  retention  of 
students  of  color,  womyns  safety,  electoral  reform  and 
student  tenants  rights. 

Duties:  Build  and  maintain  campus  chapters  and 
coalitions,  recruit  active  members,  help  develop  and 
coordinate  issue  campaigns,  motivate  students,  par¬ 
ticipate  in  training  programs  and  conferences. 

Requirements:  Organizing  experience,  travel,  good 
communication  skills,  car  preferred. 

Salary:  $12,(XX)/year,  travel  reimbursed;  excellent 
health  benefits,  paid  holidays  and  vacations,  proven 
training  program,  broad  opportunities  for  coalition  in¬ 
volvement. 

To  apply:  Send  resume  to  SASU  Search  committee, 
c/o  SASU,  300  Lark  Street,  Albany,  N.Y.,  12210. 
Deadline  July  29,  1989. 

SASU  is  an  equal  opportunity/ Affirmative  action 
employer.  Womyn,  people  of  color,  openly  gay/les- 
bian/bisexual  people  are  encouraged  to  apply. _ G) 


NOW  SHOWINGI 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  large  2BR  in  J.P.  Quiet,  parking, 
walk  to  T.  Avail,  immed.  $400.  More  details  call 
524-6012. _ (3) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  UKE  HOME 
Non-smoking  roommate  to  share  spacious  sunny  2 
bedroom  apt  with  GWM,  31,  between  Harvard  and  In- 
man  Squares.  $400/mo.  plus  utilities.  Call  547-8046.  (3) 

BRIGHTON 

Roommates  wanted  two  gay  males  to  share  five 
bedroom  apt.  in  Brighton,  eat-in  kitchen,  bathroom, 
wall  to  wall  carpeting,  convenient  to  public  transporta- 
tion.  Call  Scott  254-6219  or  Billy  782-0960. _ G) 

SOMERVIUEIWINTER  HILL 

LF  seeks  2  housemates  for  spacious  1st  floor  of  2  family 
home.  Convenient  to  Boston  and  93.  Porch,  full- 
kitchen,  large  public  areas,  basement  with  W/D.  400 
plus.  Available  now.  Lindsay  776-7652;  923-2455.  (3) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE  CAMBRIDGE 
LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  third  floor,  2  bedroom,  freshly 
renovated  apt  with  screened  porch.  Five  minutes  from 
T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets,  min.  alcohol. 
$310  plus  $  for  winter  warmth.  7/15 -F .  491-2298.  (3) 

LF  35  looking  to  live/apt.  hunt  w/l-3  others  who  like 
animals,  want  womyn  only  space.  Erica  524-1812.  (3) 

LF  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apartment,  porches, 
trees,  cats,  near  parks  and  T.  I  am  semi-veg.,  indepen¬ 
dent,  friendly,  energetic.  Seek  compatible  person, 
$316-plus,  avail.  Aug.  I  or  later.  Call  Tusi  524-1812.  (2) 

MAKE  AN  OFFER  I  CAN’T  REFUSE 
LF  has  roommate  position  available  9/1.  Full  or  P/T. 
Benefits:  lovely,  homey,  JP  apt.,  room  furn./not, 
W/D,  porches;  near  Arboretum,  T.  Qualifications:  LF, 
30-plus,  fun,  semi-veg.  No  smokers/pets.  $343-plus. 
Reply:  524-3725. _ G) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LF’s  seek  4th  to  share  large  2  floor  house.  Smoke, 
alcohol  and  drug  free.  Have  one  kitten.  No  more  pets. 
Independent  and  friendly.  $245-plus,  avail,  now.  Call 
522-0637. _ (2) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  to  join  our  spacious,  cozy,  semi-coop 
home  near  T.  Has  wood  stove  and  nice  wood  floors. 
We’re  vegi,  political  and  friendly.  $225-plus.  Starts  July 
1st.  522-9351. _ G) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED  IN  HOPKINTON 
30  minutes  from  both  Boston  and  Providence.  Minutes 
from  495  and  Mass.  Pike.  House  is  located  at  the  end  of 
a  private  road  and  is  surrounded  by  woods.  Ideal  for 
pets!  Please  call  508/435-7914  evenings  and 
617/893-5971. _ (2) 

GM  and  LF  seek  fun  considerate  non-smoking  room¬ 
mate  for  Somerville  apt.  $320  plus  utils.  Pagan  inquiries 
welcome.  628-7744.  9AM-9PM. _ G) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  2  housemates,  1  for  August,  1  for  September. 
We  are  mixed  men/women,  mixed  sexual  orientations, 
semi-veg.  If  you  are  easy-going,  responsible,  non¬ 
smoking,  cat-free,  call!  864-1466. 
_ (25) 

SOMERVILLE/WNTR  HILL 

LF  seeks  LF  or  Gm  30-plus  to  share  spacious,  homey, 
sunny  2bdrm  condition  excel.  No  substance 
abuse/smoking.  1  cat  okay.  $370-plus.  666-0934.  (2) 


ATTENTION;  EARN  MONEY  READING  BOOKSI 
$]2,M4/year  income  potential.  Details.  (IJ  M2-I3MIIS  Ext  Bk 

_ Q) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  ’’Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469, 
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ROOMMATE  WANTE0|  GCN  SPECIALS 


LF  seeks  LF  roommate  for  2  bdrm  apt  in  Porter  Square. 
Yard,  parking;  pets  negotiable.  $375-plus  Vi  util.  Avail. 
Aug.  1st.  Call  625-3121. _ (2) 

HOUSE  OF  YOUR  DREAMS  IN  JPt 
4LFs  seek  2  more  to  complete  our  veggie,  queer  collec¬ 
tive  home.  (Sense  of  humor  helps).  Near  pond,  JP 
Licks,  responsible,  political,  easy-going,  2  cats,  1  dog. 
Available  Aug.  1 .  S242-plus.  524^821 . _ Q) 

3  GM  and  I  LF  seek  3  others  (pref.  F)  for  gigantic, 
secluded  independent  JP  house.  Aug.  1/Sept.  1.  Rents 
from  $250-350  plus  utils.  You  must  see  to  believe!  4 
working  fireplaces,  2  porches,  4  baths,  2  kitchens, 
washer/dryer,  garage,  driveway,  etc.  983-0726. 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


PTOWN  -  FUNKY  LUXURY 

and  best  location.  Peaceful  2  bedroom  condo  —  due  to 
cancelation  3  prime  August  weeks  reduced  from  $900  to 
$600  per  —  short  walk  from  Boat.  Hurry  up  and  have 
fun!  487-2157  til  7/21  or  755-1961,  and  leave  message. 
_ (3) 

CARNIVAL  IN  P-TOWN 

Fully  furnished  studio  apartment  sleeps  two  color  T.V., 
pool,  hottub.  Tennis  Carnival  Week,  Aug.  19-26th. 
$550  call  (203)661-7094. _ y) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


Seek  J.P.  apt.,  1  LF,  responsible,  stable,  seeks  independent, 
semi-coop  household  to  share  with  woman  beg.  July.  Please 
call  Elizabeth  524-9857.  _ (2) 


APARTMENTS 


Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  sunny  one  bedim  studio  in  lesbian 
owned  house,  offstreet  parking,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  8/1  or 
8/15, 9/1,  $545  incl  aU,  436-2583. _ y) 

Dorchester,  Meetinghouse  Hill  (Juliette  St.)  2BR  $695-plus 

util.  969-1586. _ g) 

JP  Arboretum  area,  2  bedrooms,  hdwd  fls,  owner-occupied 
triple  decker,  quiet  st.,  garden,  near  MBTA.  No  pets  or 
smokers,  $850/mo  avail  Sept.  522-0345,  leave  mess,  before 
7/19  or  after  8/3. _ Q) 


INVEST  IN  YOUR  OWN  HOME 

Partner(s)  needed  to  buy  2-family  house  with  porches, 
yard,  parking,  quiet  street  on  Brighton-Newton  line,  or 
will  look  together  in  Brighton,  Watertown,  Newton 
area.  783-0204.  (2) 

INVEST  IN  YOUR  OWN  HOME 
Partner(s)  needed  to  buy  2-family  house  with  porches, 
yard,  parking,  quiet  street  on  Brighton-Newton  line,  or 
will  look  together  in  Brighton,  Watertown,  Newton 
area.  783-0204.  (2) 

ATTENTION  —  GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1 
(U-repair).  Delinquent  tax  property.  Repossessions.  Call 
1-602-838-8885  Ext.  GH6433. _ g) 


DMITRIS  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  SAN  DIEGO 

Close  to  downtown,  bay,  beaches,  zoo  and  Mexico. 
Friendly,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Reasonable  rates,  pool 
and  spa.  (619)  238-5547.  931  21st  S.D.,  CA  92102. 
_ (2) 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ g) 


PROFESSIONAL  ASTROLOGER  &  TAROT 
CARD  READER 

Teacher,  counselor,  10  years  experience.  Specializing  in 
men  and  women  in  transition.  Available  for  individuals 
and  couples,  readings,  parties,  and  workshops.  Call 
Shivani  Baker,  (617)  862-5021. _ (7) 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH  —  Deeply  healing/balancing 
energy  treatments  and  therapeutic  nonsexual  bodywork. 
Personal  Counseling.  Good  care  for  body/mind/spirit. 
HIV  +  clients  welcome.  Michael  Young.  628-0457.  (6) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-78S0 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•Generol  Medical  Core  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medicai  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

-T75S  Beacon  Street,  Bcookiloe 


GCN  SPECIALS 


TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews! !  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469. _ _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


URGENT!!! 

NEEDED  IMMEDIATELYnn 

Dynamic,  detail-oriented  person  to  compile  GCN’s 
weekly  calendar  ot  events.  3-5  hours  a  week,  typing 
skills  a  plus.  Be  the  first  person  on  your  block  to  kno 
everything  that’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community. 
Contact  Fred  at  426-4469.  (4) 

The  GCN  features  dept,  could  really  use  someone  to 
help  keep  track  of  the  books  for  review,  correspond  with 
publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)  426-4469. _ 


PUBLICATIONS 


CELEBRATE  BOYHOODI 

Boyhood  photo-magazine  —  NOT  porn.  NO  nudes  — 
but  WOW!  Free  info  —  S.A.S.E.  to:  PELLPUB,  Box 
8682,  Canton,  OH  44711. _ (1) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you' 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  M A  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ gx] 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offer/the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800^35-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009.  _ (ex) 


GAYELLOW  BIGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  Includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas.  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50:  Connecticut.  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Flampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia, 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellesley.  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $I3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  23  Somerville,  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $15/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


FREEDOM  FROM  RELIGION 

Join  an  outstanding,  national  group  working  to  protect 
state/church  separation.  $30  annual  dues  include  mon¬ 
thly  newspaper,  Freethought  Today.  P.O.  Box  750-(G), 
Madison,  Wl  53701. _ (3) 

INTERNAL  BATHERS 

Nonprofit  club,  newsletter  celebrate  joyance  of  sen¬ 
suous,  safely-shared  enemas,  colonic  irrigations.  All 
orientations  welcome.  Free  information.  LSASE  to: 
SURVEY,  Box  951,  Dept.C,  Boston,  MA  02146.  (2) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MANfBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

■  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

■  Lie.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


GF,  30  yrs  young,  seeks  aggressive  woman  for 
lasting  relationship.  True  romantic.  I  love  the 
beach,  the  mountains,  fireplaces,  cuddling. 
Looking  for  someone  to  share  thoughts,  feel¬ 
ings  and  desires  with.  Jerri  TINDER,  24995, 
Miller  B,  Frontera  CA  91720. 


TORTURE  &  Abuse  of  Prisoners 
The  Prisoners  Rights  Union  and  the 
Jail  and  Prison  Health  Committee  are 
trying  to  get  information  about  the 
abuse  and  torture  of  prisoners  in  the 
US.  They  have  prepared  some  ques¬ 
tions  for  you  to  answer  if  you  want  to 
help  them  out  with  information. 
Please  write  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St, 
Boston  MA  02116,  or  else  Prison 
Discipline  Study,  1909  6th  St, 
Sacramento  CA  95814,  if  you  want  a 
copy  of  the  questionnaire.  IT’S  IM¬ 
PORTANT  THAT  THE  PUBLIC 
KNOW  MORE  ABOUT  GAY  &  LES¬ 
BIAN  PRISONERS.  LET'S  RES¬ 
POND!! 

BLACK  fiction,  non-fiction  needed! 
The  prisoner  project  is  in  desperate  need 
of  reading  material  about  Afro-American 
culture/politics  etc.  As  you  can  imagine, 
this  comes  from  the  facts  that  many  if  not 
most  of  the  prisoners  we  are  in  touch  with 
are  Black  (about  12  percent  of  the  U.S. 
pop.  and  50  percent  of  prisoners  are 
Black)  and  because  none  of  us  has  learned 
much  of  Afro-American  culture  in 
‘school’.  If  you  have  some  reading  that 
you’d  like  to  donate,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN  426-4469,  or  drop  It  off  at  the  Red- 
book  Store,  92  Green  St,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130.  THANKS! 

Deceiccceccccce 

WASHINGTON  (state)  prisoners!  A 
group  working  for  the  civil  rights  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  needs  to  hear  from  you 
about  gay/lesbian  PRISONERS  civil 
rights  too!  Write  them  at:  Washington 
Privacy  Lobby,  340  15tb  Ave.  East 
No»2j[)2,  SeatUe,  WA  98112 


GM,  25,  seeking  friends.  I’m  strongly  serious 


about  my  sobriety.  AA  and  the  12  steps  are  an 
everyday  way  of  life  for  me.  Looking  for  gay 
men  and  women  into  sobriety /recovery.  Please 
write.  Joseph  BRYGODZINSKI,  C47638, 
OCCe,  1  Administration  Rd,  Bridgewater  MA 
02324.  


Call  me  Pam.  I’m  gay  all  the  way  and  want  to 

find  a  playmate.  I’d  like  to  find  someone  who 
cares  about  life  (and  sex).  No  game  players, 
please.  Please  enclose  stamp-embossed  (only) 
envelope  for  faster  reply.  Bobby  FINLEY, 
R-147-279,  15802  State  Rt  104  North, 
Chillicothe  OH  45601.  


inv- 

orce 


I’m  gay,  into  bodybuilding  and  sexually  dep: 

ed.  I  need  a  real  man  who  knows  how  to  fc 
me  to  my  knees  and  make  me  beg  for  his  large 
love  tool.  Pain  gets  me  hot.  Ron  URBAN, 
08340-016,  Box  1000,  Seagoville  TX  75159. 


I’m  30,  doing  time,  looking  for  a  nice  looking 

man  about  same  age  to  write  to  me.  If  in¬ 
terested  please  write  Dave  COMOZA,  277248, 
PO  Box  888,  Monroe  WA  98272. _ 


SEGREGATION  23  out  of  24  - 

At  this  time  I  am  lock  up  in  a  cell  basically  all 
the  time.  I’m  appealing  to  all  gays,  TVs,  TSs  to 
help  me  feel  a  broader  world  out  there  beyond 
these  walls  and  bars.  Your  letter  WILL  be 
answered.  Phillip  BYERS,  77A  1830,  Box  B, 
Dannemora  NY  12929. _ 


Big  bull  balls,  hairy  chest-legs,  14‘/2”  cut:  write 
me  ferns,  gms,  TSs,  TVs,  any  race,  age  OK.  No 
prisoners  please.  Boxer,  martial  arts.  Send  em-' 
bossed  envelope  for  quick  answer.  Tim 
SMITH,  133-536,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699.  


GBM,  36.  I  enjoy  writing,  exchanging  ideas, 

hot  letters,  sports,  whatever.  I’ve  learned  to 
overcome  the  worst.  Let’s  be  friends.  Anthony 
JONES,  AF-5421,  Box  244,  Graterford  PA 
19426.  


GM,  45,  looking  for  love  in  all  your  right 

places!  Let  me  put  a  grin  on  your  chin.  I  have  a 
good  sense  of  humor,  intelligent,  exuberant 
and  full  of  life.  Enlighten  me  by  writin  me. 
Gary  RANKIN,  16495-148,  Box  1010,  Bastrop 

TX  78602.  _ 

JODY  in  Fitchburg,  MA:  your  long  lost  sister 
would  love  to  hear  from  you.  Please  write 
Angella.  MELVINA  in  Buffalo-Rochester 
area:  your  child  has  been  apart  from  you  too 
long.  Please  write.  AND,  to  ALL  OF  YOU!  37 
yr  old  TS  would  love  to  write  to  anyone  who 
would  write.  I  read  horror.  I  love  to  ‘Dress’, 
cook  and  write  a  little  poetry.  Please  write 
Angella  Jeannette,  c/o  Ashley  Barrington,  AP 
3948,  Box  W901,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15233. 


Tbe  ACLU  is  adding  more  lawyers  for 
AIDS  related  legal  cases.  Prisoners  who 
have  an  extra  stamp  (since  they  usually 
don’t  do  much  for  prisoners)  should  let 
them  know  how  much  NEED  there  is  for 
legal  support  for  prisoners  with  AIDS, 
ARC,  or  HIV  positive.  They  need  to  learn 
from  you  (prisoners)  how  important  it  is 
for  them  to  support  you  in  your  legal 
work.  Write  them  at:  ACLU  AIDS  Bro¬ 
ke  tj  132  W.43rd,  New  York,  NY-10036. 


e®®©c©ec©©©ee«i 

INTERRACIAL  RELATIONSHIPS  - 
Quarterly  Interchange,  a  new  journal,  provides  all 
men  with  a  forum  for  developing  interracial  and  cross 
cultural  relationships.  $10  per  ad  of  40  words  or  less. 

_  Address:  Q.I.,  Box  42502,  San  Francisco  CA  94101.  _ 


FREE  PRISONER  NEWSPAPER! 

All  prisoners  can  get  a  FREE  subscription 
to  the  Fortune  News  (it  comes  out  every  3 
months  or  so)  by  writing:  Inmate  Subs, 
|Fortune  News,  39  Wj^l9l|^SLj  NewJ^wk, 


MICHAEL  from  BROCKTON:  Will  you 
please  write  Kirk  Wilcox  with  your  return  ad¬ 
dress,  which  was  torn  off  the  envelope  when  he 
got  vour  wonderful  card! 

I  would  like  my  name  placed  in  your  ‘Prisoners 
Seeking  Friends’  section.  My  hobbies  are 
music,  movies,  art,  theater,  sports  and  food. 
Marshall  GOLD,  207-498,  Box  5500, 
Chillicothe  OH  45601. 


Beautiful  Black  homosexual  would  love  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  Black  men  in  the  Free  world.  I’m 
very  femme  (ladylike),  and  my  hobbies  are 
cooking,  sewing,  reading,  swimming,  soap 
operas,  black  history  and  dancing.  Lawrence 
RAIBON,  33325-004,  PMB  7007  Creek  B-209, 
Marianna  FL  32446. 


Needing  someone  to  tickle  your  fancy?  Well, 
;et  up  on  this.  Well  hung,  hot  and  homey. 
Hack  male,  31,  Virgo,  weightlifter,  seeking 
sincere  relationship.  May  1  tackle  your  tickle? 
Gerald  BOUTTE,  93799,  Beaver  l-B-14,  PO 
Box  174,  St.  Gabriel  LA  70776. 
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24  Monday  □  WORKFORCE  (an 
electronic  pop  dance  band)  performs 
at  The  Channel,  25  Necco  Street. 

1 1  pm.  The  gig  is  wheelchair 
accessible.  236-4538. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible. 


Cambridge  □  Summer  in  the  City  Women’s 
Dance.  Drug,  alcohol  and  smoke  free.  D.J.  Whitman, 
D.J.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  MSI  Mass.  Ave. 
9pm.  $5  more  or  less. 


Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  and  Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages, 
abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm. 
547-3889. 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap.  7-8:30pm.  7/18 
Games  Lesbians  Play,  7/2S  Issues  in  the  Workplace.  The 
Women’s  Center  (see  above). 


15  Saturday 

Boston  □  BBWN/BBMN  Monthly  Dim  Sum 
Brunch.  Meet  under  the  Chinatown  Arch.  10:45am. 
$6-8/person.  247-6683 (BIS-MOVE) 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Veterans  annual  picnic  at  Georges  Island.  Leaves 
Longwharf  Pier  9:30am  sharp.  $6.  RSVP:  Cliff,  723-8127. 

Boston  □  PRIME  TIMERS  organization  for  older  gay 
males  meets.  Lindemann  Health  Center,  25  Staniford 
Street.  2pm.  $1.  Info:  write  D.  Bourdeau,  604  Tremont 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02118-1605. 

L/nn  □  Scondras  Campaign  Barbecue  featuring  com¬ 
edienne  Betsy  Salkind.  Sluice  Pond.  6pm.  $25.  267-2150. 

Lakeville  □  Gay  Professional  Women’s  Picnic.  In¬ 
fo:  Donna.  585-6051. 

16  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  May  Sarton  signs  books  at  New  Words 
Boobtore.  186  Hampshire  Street.  3:30-5:30pm. 
876-5310. 

17  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Civil 
Rights  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial  Drive  (MIT 
Walker  Memorial),  Rm.  306.  7pm.  Rich,  776-6956. 

1 8  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  discuss 
“Love  is  where  you  find  it."  Lindemann  Center,  25 
5taniford  Street  (2nd  floor-Revere  room).  8pm.  742-7897. 

19  Wednesday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

meet  for  dinner  at  Doyle’s  Cafe,  Washington  Street. 
6:30pm.  Sue.  524-6335. 

Randolph  □  Doshie  Powers  appears  at  Randolph 
Country  Club.  44  Mazzeo  Drive.  9pm.  $3.  non-members. 


Brookline  □  Andy  Warhol’s  Portrait  of  Ted 
O’Neill  will  be  shown  at  Brookline  Art  Center  to  benefit 
Coolidge  Comer  Theatre  Foundation.  86  Monmouth 
Street.  8pm.  $5.  566-5715 

23  Sunday 

Boston  □  People’s  Folk  Festival  showcasing  the  best 
local  musicians.  Govt.  Center.  Sharon  Sue  Kleinan 
265-3929. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

meet  for  kite  flying.  Lars  Anderson  Park.  I  pm.  Margaret. 
524-8070. 

24  Monday 

Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 

Volunteer  Night.  7:30pm.  247-6683(BIS-MOVE). 

Boston  □  WORKFORCE  performs  at  the  Channel,  25 
Necco  Street.  1 1  pm.  Wheelchair  accessable.  236-4538. 

Boston  □  Candidates’  Night  and  Endorsement 
Meeting  sponsored  by  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  Victory  Fund. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street.  7pm.  Will,  282-0348. 

26  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 

meets  at  GCN,  62  Berkeley,  near  Back  Bay  and  Arlington 
T-stops.  6:30pm.  Bi-weekly. 

27  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Win,  Lose  or  Draw.  First  night  in  summer 
game  show  series  features  Pictionary.  GCN  benefit.  Club 
Cabaret.  209  Columbus  Ave.  $S  admission.  GCN: 
426-4469. 


Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Collective  presents 
Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  all  ages,  abilities. 
Wed.  eves..  Sat.  afternoons.  S74-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-Spm.  354-66S8. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for 
Gay/Lesbian  community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR 
98.5  FM.  7/16  Rev.  Paul  Diederich.  7/23  Cindy  Patton. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  7/17  Racism.  7/24 
Heterosexuality  and  Lesbianism.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  7^-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  II.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 


Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St,  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  naeeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it.  Sister!”  WMBR,  88.1  FM. 
7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women 
of  all  ages,  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T., 
Building  66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Grpup  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232’. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 


961-2415. 

20  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info. 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

21  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


28  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
nteet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

29  Saturday 

Provincetown  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  Annual  Summer  Party.  1 1  Commercial 
Street.  S-8pm.  $25,  SO,  100  and  up.  426-1350. 


Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospiul. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-S800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 


Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30- 1 0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
ail  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  attends 
Nick’s  Comedy  Club.  7:30pm.  $12.  Denis,  387-0762. 

22  Saturday 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Network  Co-ed  Picnic  at  the 

Hatch  Shell.  Noon.  Bring  your  own  picnic.  247-6683(BIS- 
MOVE). 


Weekly  Events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 


Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Rm.  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  Col¬ 
lege.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  7/18  Co¬ 
dependency,  7/25  Feminism.  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  Sl  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 


Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women’s  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 


A  kiss-in/picket  line  at  the  June  30  protest  in  D.C. 


Keeping  sodomy  on  the 
(political)  agenda 

Three  years  after  the  notorious  Hardwick  decision, 
activists  struggle  to  promote  sodomy  law-repeal  with 
other  —  more  easily  secured  —  legislative  efforts 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  The  last  week  of  June 
was  full  of  history  this  year.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  across 
the  country  took  to  the  streets  in  annual 
pride  celebrations  that  were  made  special 
because  they  marked  two  decades  since  the 
Stonewall  Riots.  On  a  right-wing  roll  from 
recent  decisions  gutting  civil  rights  and  affir¬ 
mative  action  laws,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
geared  up  for  its  first  major  blow  to 
reproductive  rights  [See  GCN,  July  9).  And 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  people  who 
have  sex  with  members  of  the  same  sex 
mourned  their  lack  of  sexual  freedom  as 
June  30  marked  the  third  anniversary  of  the 
Hardwick  decision  in  which  the  Supreme 
Court  upheld  Georgia’s  sodomy  law. 

The  ironic  coincidence  of  these  events  of¬ 
fers  a  chilling  view  of  the  situation  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  U.S.  face  as  we  approach 
the  19%s.  While  the  past  two  decades  have 
seen  the  burgeoning  and  development  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  communities,  cultures  and 
political  clout,  we  are  nevertheless  living  in 
an  increasingly  repressive  era  characterized 
by  the  ever-encroaching  arm  of  the  state. 
The  constitutional  ground  staked  out  by 
women  who  want  to  have  control  over  when 
and  how  they  procreate  and  by  people  who 
want  to  have  consensual  sex  free  from 
government  harassment  is  eroding.  While 
we  are  publicly  declaring  our  power  and  our 
pride,  our  “right  to  privacy”  continues  to 
be  undermined. 

A  look  at  the  efforts  by  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  wipe  out  sodomy  laws  that  still  exist 
in  25  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia 
reveals  that  complex  political  strategies  and 
dynamics  surround  the  seemingly  simple 
concept  of  sexual  freedom.  The  difficulties 
they  have  come  up  against,  and  the  virulence 
of  the  opposition  point  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  threat  lesbian  and  gay  sexualities  pose  to 
the  status  quo. 

Post-Hardwick:  Lots  of  motion,  little  move¬ 
ment 

In  the  three  years  since  the  Supreme  Court 
handed  down  Hardwick,  concerted  efforts 
have  been  mounted  to  repeal  or  overturn 
sodomy  laws  in  many  of  the  states  where 


those  laws  exist.  Legal  challenges  in  the 
courts  and  lobbying  efforts  to  pass  legisla¬ 
tion  have  yielded  the  same  result.  So  far,  no 
statutory  change. 

The  strategy  employed  by  activists  and 
advocates  in  each  state  depends  on  a  number 
of  factors,  including  the  strength  and  track 
record  of  statewide  lesbian  and  gay  political 
organizing,  the  case  law  in  the  state,  the 
state’s  legislature,  and  the  type  of  sodomy 
law  on  the  books  there.  Sue  Hyde,  director 


of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force’s  (NGLTF)  Privacy  Project  —  which 
was  formed  in  the  wake  of  the  Hardwick 
decision  to  take  on  sodomy  law  repeal  na¬ 
tionwide  —  said  the  fight  for  sexual  freedom 
has  been  one  of  the  hardest  battles  activists 
have  waged. 

“Sodomy  law  repeal  has  to  be  seen  in  the 
context  of  the  entire  political  and  legislative 
agenda  for  a  community,”  said  Hyde. 
“Although  the  purpose  of  the  Privacy  Pro¬ 


ject  is  the  repeal  of  sodomy  law  and  I  often 
spend  time  talking  to  folks  about  sodomy 
law,  it  is  not  wise  to  have  sodomy  law  repeal 
as  the  first  goal  [for  a  statewide  group]  to  go 
in  with....  There  is  no  hotter  political  flash¬ 
point  in  this  country  than  sex  and  sexuality. 
Given  the  chance,  [legislators]  will  vote  con¬ 
servatively  because  they  live  in  fear  of  the 
Moral  Majority,”  she  said.  This  is  especially 
true  in  the  states  where  sodomy  laws  apply 
only  to  homosexual  sex  acts,  since 
homophobes  can  cast  the  issue  in  the  inflam¬ 
matory  “This-is-a-vote-for-gays”  terms. 

As  a  result,  Hyde  says  lesbian  and  gay 
political  groups  often  take  on  legislative 
goals  other  than  sodomy  law  repeal  as  they 
build  their  strength  and  acquire  skills.  Local 
or  statewide  civil  rights  protection  laws  and 
hate  crimes  legislation  are  easier  to  fight  for, 
according  to  Hyde,  and  they  are  issues 
around  which  gay  activists  can  do  coalition 
building  with  other  constituencies.  Gay  and 
lesbian  activists  have  also  spent  enormous 
amounts  of  time  and  energy  fighting 
repressive  AIDS  measures  on  the  state  level. 

The  statewide  prioritizing  of  civil  rights 
legislative  issues  is  modeled  after  the  suc¬ 
cesses  achieved  in  Wisconsin,  according  to 
Hyde.  In  1982  Wisconsin  became  the  first 
state  (and  continues  to  be  the  only  state)  to 
pass  a  gay  rights  law.  The  next  year  the 
state’s  sodomy  law  was  repealed. 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  are  two  ex¬ 
amples  of  states  with  fairly  strong  statewide 
political  groups  where  sodomy  law  repeal 
has  been  put  on  the  back  burner  while  the 
legislative  focus  is  on  passage  of  a  gay  rights 
bill,  she  said. 

But  there  are  several  states  in  which  the 
repeal  of  sodomy  laws  is  either  the  primary 
goal  of  a  statewide  group  or  a  top  priority. 
Organizations  targeting  the  legislative  repeal 
of  sodomy  laws  exist  in  Missouri,  Nevada, 
Alabama,  Virginia,  Maryland,  North 
Carolina,  and  Tennessee.  In  addition,  state 
groups  in  Michigan,  Texas,  Kentucky  and 
Minnesota  have  either  recently  pursued  civil 
challenges  to  sodomy  laws  through  the 
courts,  or  are  currently  doing  so. 

Continued  on  page  7 
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